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By Emory H. Encuisu 


Traditional procedure in an Iowa legislature on the 
opening of its first session following organization is the 
selection of individual desks by members. Those hav- 
ing impaired vision or deficiency in hearing are accord- 
ed first choice, usually choosing locations near the front. 
Then former members next may make selections. 
Names of remaining members are placed in a hat or 
box and desks are chosen in the order names are drawn, 
the less desirable locations going to those whose names 
are the last. 


At such a desk in the rear of the house of represent- 
atives near the east side of the chamber, in the Twenty- 
eighth General Assembly, which convened January 8, 
1900, sat a quiet, attentive, industrious new member. 
Even during recesses from business of the house or after 
adjournment, when not absent in committee meetings, 
he was to be observed at his desk busy with examina- 
tion of documents and papers, or writing. In his youth 
he had acquired habits of industry and did not know 
how to waste time or be just a loiterer. 

Seemingly, he never was disturbed by any commotion 
in the chamber or about him. Not often did he engage 
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in debate, but when he did arise to speak was given 
close attention, for he quickly came to be recognized as 
one of the able men of the house and well worth listen- 
ing to in discussion of any subject. When drawn into 
debate or presenting an argument upon a bill, an amend- 
ment or a motion pending, he could become a whirl- 
wind, the big room resounding with his strong voice, 
vigorous speech, and clear reasoning. 

This man was George W. Clarke, of Adel, Dallas coun- 
ty, and his influence grew rapidly as the work of the 
session progressed. By the time the legislature ad- 
journed, his individual vote, with the name high up on 
the house roll calls, influenced the action of many others 
later responding to their names. Thus, in this incon- 
spicuous way, did this man early enter upon official du- 
ties for the state that later was to honor him greatly. 
Agreeable in manner, as well as reliable in counsel, he 
quickly became respected and popular among associates. 

He was active in the group of Progressive Republicans 
of Dallas county who supported A. B. Cummins for 
United States senator in 1900, and as a member of the 
Republican caucus of the house of representatives in the 
Twenty-eighth General Assembly voted for Willard L. 
Eaton for speaker of the house, who was unsuccessful. 

In the Twenty-ninth General Assembly, to which he 
was returned by his county, Clarke was made chairman 
of the house judiciary committee and rightfully consid- 
ered a leader in that legislative body, his advice con- 
stantly sought by other members and his support of their 
measures regarded as most helpful. As his public life 
broadened and his acquaintance extended, his influence 
grew. 

CHAIRMAN OF REPUBLICAN STATE CONVENTION 

His alignment was well-known and definite, for in 1905 
he was a member of the Dallas county delegation to 
the Republican state convention selected by the regular 
county convention, whose right to so represent the coun- 
ty was challenged by another delegation from Dallas 
county named at a rump convention attended by sup- 
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porters of George D. Perkins for governor. The Clarke 
group was seated in the state convention upon favor- 
able report of its committee on credentials, and Mr. 
Clarke was made the permanent chairman of the state 
convention then assembled which renominated Governor 
Cummins for a third term. 


While Dallas county was a Progressive Republican 
community and always behind Clarke, there came a 
time when every newspaper in the county was openly 
against Cummins, Garst and Prouty leadership. But 
Clarke’s own personal popularity there as well as else- 
where in the state made sure it was not a strange devel- 
opment that this man eventually became the twenty-first 
governor of Iowa, for the public has its own way of dis- 
covering and making use of men of merit. Furthermore, 
in now listing the ten ablest governors of Iowa, few would 
omit the name of George W. Clarke, or even place it 
near the bottom of such a list. 


His service in four house sessions, becoming speaker 
in the last two, marked him as a “comer.” Then, upon 
the insistent urging of legislative friends and others, he 
reluctantly became a candidate for lieutenant governor, 
was re-elected and served in that station from 1909 to 
1913, his election as governor being in the year that 
Woodrow Wilson carried Iowa, his service as lieutenant 
governor definitely enhancing his reputation for fairness 
and ability and greatly widening his acquaintance. His 
candidacy for governor in 1912 received strong support 
enabling him to receive two terms, serving from Janu- 
ary 16, 1913, to January 14, 1917. He was strongly urged 
by many Iowa citizens to be a candidate for a third-term 
nomination, but chose to retire. 


The position of dean of the law school of Drake Uni- 
versity, Des Moines, was tendered to him by the board 
of trustees of that institution, which he accepted and 
served in that capacity for some time before returning 
to the practice of law. Perhaps the ablest lawyer in 
Dallas county for many years, Clarke was the strongest 
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man in many ways who had been sent by that county 
into Iowa public life. 

Subsequently, he was importuned to become a candi- 
date for United States senator from Iowa, but declined 
to seek that position in which, had it been attained, he 
could have distinguished himself. As a public official 
he had the confidence and the affection of the people of 
Iowa and in every station of responsibility served them 
with fidelity, ability and integrity. 

THe CLARKES CAME FROM INDIANA 

John Clarke and Jane Akers Clarke, parents of George, 
were of English descent and emigrated to Iowa from 
Shelby county, Indiana, arriving in Davis county in 1856. 
George was a lad of about four years, born at the old 
Hoosier home October 24, 1852. A brother, Marshall, 
and a sister, Mary, also accompanied their parents, and 
the family settled on a farm a little more than a mile 
east of Drakeville. At first they resided in the log cabin 
on the place, but later erected a more pretentious abode, 
and this was the home of the governor-to-be until he 
was twenty-two years of age. 

His earliest recollection as a lad was the despair evi- 
denced by his mother upon the family’s arrival at the 
Davis county place, which was to be their home. He 
afterward described it in detail as follows: 

At the edge of ‘‘the woods’’ stood a little, old, two-room, 
two-windowed house, innocent of paint inside and out, the 
rooms partitioned by boards. A big fireplace was in the cen- 
ter of the south end. West of the house and about ten feet 
from it was a log structure some twelve feet square with a 
clapboard roof, as was also the roof over the open space 
from it to the house. This by and by became the summer 
kitchen and the table was set in the open space, weather 
permitting. A log stable covered with brush and straw some 
Sixty yards away was the only other building. 

THe Motuer’s Dismay 

In adult life many years later, telling of his mother’s 
reaction on her contemplation of these “improvements,” 
Clarke related: 


I have heard that mother cried when the wagons drove up 
to this spot and she was told that it was to be her future home. 
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Her parents, her brothers and sisters, all of her kinsmen, all 
the friends and acquaintances of her youth, had been left 
behind. It was not an inviting place, although very near were 
“the woods” in all the glory of their late October foliage. 
It was no want of courage or any indication of a loss of reso- 
lution to face and conquer the demands of the life immedi- 
ately confronting her. The flood of emotions that momen- 
tarily possessed her was occasioned by the sense of isolation 
and loneliness. 


As when a storm suddenly sweeps up the summer sky and 
is quickly gone and is followed by a refreshed world and a 
bright sunshine, so my mother’s spirit quickly rose from the 
shadow that had overcast it. She directed the placing of the 
household goods, unloading from the wagons, soon had the 
children asleep in the trundlebed and a “‘bite set to eat.” 
Night came on and after an hour or two in front of the fire- 
place, talking of the trip just ended, the new surroundings, 
the hopes and purposes for the future, as the embers in the 
fire were dying and only a fitful flicker of the blaze now and 
then remained, a new family in Iowa fell asleep. 

During the long life of my mother which followed I never 
knew her for a moment to give way to discouragement, to 
complain, to be wanting in hope or resolution, but she was 
always cheerful, tremendously energetic. She had a very 
keen and discriminating sense of right and wrong. She was 
so much the very soul of honesty that she could not think 
aside from the truth. She did her whole duty and more. 
These details are referred to only because they are typical 
of pioneer life and of pioneer mothers, and might be related 
of many another family that was coming into Davis county 
about that time or had come before. 

Earty LIFE ON THE FARM 

Of his father’s life as a farm boy and youth, Charles 
F. Clarke of Adel, the governor’s son, in a graphic re- 
cital tells of the hardships and experiences during those 
years when character and life’s purpose were in forma- 
tion. He says in part: 

As a boy father worked on the farm as pioneer farmers 
had to do. There was little or no mechanization of farm 
work in those days. Father and his brother Marsh broke 
prairie with ox teams. They knew the heartbreaking toil of 
work on a farm in the early days—the long hours, the weary 
drudgery. Oxen were often stolid, stubborn brutes as well 
as patient beasts of burden, as they have sometimes been 
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There was corn planting by hand and reaping with a scythe 
and there was picking corn during the frosty days of fall. 
The boys wore leather boots in corn picking days and, be- 
coming wet, they would be placed by the fire at night to dry. 
When morning came they were so hard and dry it was almost 
impossible to get them on. Struggling for a half hour or more 
would be the rule to get the boots on before going to the field. 
Shucking corn on frosty mornings was no pleasant occupation. 
Fingers became numb with cold and the wet, frosty ears of 
corn would cause the skin to chap and crack. Father has 
said that Grandma Clarke would melt tallow and rub it on 
the chapped hands to heal and soften them. 

There were hardships as on every pioneer farm but, like 
Grandpa Greene when farming near Adel, my father and the 
rest of the family saw the great glory of the new land as it 
was being made ready for the human population that was to 
come. Shaggy woodland followed the course of Fox Creek, 
which flowed by the farm about a quarter of a mile south of 
the house. Wild flowers grew on the unbroken prairie, the 
grass land extended away from the creek valley. Prairie 
chickens thronged on those prairies and flocks of quail lived 
in the fields and thickets. There was a muzzle loading rifle 
behind the door in the kitchen of the house and on fall morn- 
ings father would take the old rifle and walk out in the fields 
and along the rail fences and would shoot chickens as they 
perched on the fences or sat on the strawstacks. 

The birds were a never failing supply of fresh meat and a 
constant attraction to the settlers who watched them through 
the seasons as they nested on the prairie, and sent their 
booming notes over the land in springtime. Then there were 
the wild pigeons that sometimes filled the air with incredible 
numbers. They would fly in long riverlike curves, rising and 
falling as the leaders at the head of the flock varied from a 
straight course in the line of flight. Wild turkeys were some- 


times seen in the woods along Fox creek and rabbits and 
squirrels abounded. 


The youth received the customary rural schooling and 
later attended high school in Bloomfield, the county-seat 
of Davis county, often walking the four miles to and 
from there to his home, spending the week-ends with the 
family. He taught school twelve months and in 1874 be- 
came a student at Oskaloosa college, and was graduated 
from that institution in 1877. The following school year 
he went to Iowa City and entered the State University 
of Iowa law school from which he received his law de- 
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gree. Judge John F. Dillon, one of Iowa’s greatest law- 
yers, and a lecturer in this school, left a decided im- 
pression upon the life of young Clarke, who afterward 
paid the great instructor many tributes to his ability 
and learning. 

LocaTEeD aT ADEL 

Immediately following his graduation and admission 
to the practice of law, Mr. Clarke located at Adel, the 
county seat of Dallas county, Iowa, where he was mar- 
ried on June 25, 1878, to Arletta Greene with whom he 
had formed an acquaintance during school days at Os- 
kaloosa college, from which she likewise was a graduate. 

During his early practice of law at Adel he was elected 
justice of the peace and served in that capacity four 
years. A law partnership with John B. White was 
formed in 1882, which was continued until 1912, when 
Clarke was selected governor. Both as a lawyer and a 
citizen he became a leader in the community. 

A family of four children blessed the Clarke home, 
comprised of two sons, Fred Greene Clarke, born Novem- 
ber 16, 1879, and Charles F. Clarke, born October 27, 
1883, both of whom followed their father’s profession. 
Fred died at his home on Mercer Island, Washington, 
June 11, 1945, and Charles still resides at Adel. Also, 
there were two daughters, Portia Clarke VanMeter, born 
August 7, 1886, who died at her home near Adel, Feb- 
ruary 2, 1934, and Frances Clarke Kinnick, born July 3, 
1894, and now residing in Omaha, Nebraska. 

The Clarkes were members of the Christian church at 
Adel and so strong was his religious devotion that on 
occasion when the pulpit was not filled by the regular 
minister, Mr. Clarke often led the services. While de- 
voted to his profession, he performed duties of citizen- 
ship in community affairs, and the townspeople looked 
upon him as a wise and safe counselor. His friendly 
attitude attracted many acquaintances who came to rely 
implicitly upon his judgment. 

A Man oF Mopest TasTEs 
Clarke’s home life was that of a man with only mod- 
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est income. The simple duties of upkeep and household 
affairs were personally attended to. The care of the 
yard, the building of the fires, incidental repairs, etc., 
were all his to perform. Eventually the family horse 
and buggy came as a matter of course, which delighted 
the children, and after the disposition of the first, a sec- 
ond favorite was bought, which he delighted to drive. 
A glimpse into this charmed home life is. given by the 
son, Charles, in his valuable work upon his father’s 
career, saying in part: 


I have spoken of stoves that burned wood. However, as 
far back as I can remember we had a hard coal burner in 
the living room. The anthracite coal burned with a red and 
blue light. On winter evenings we sat around the stove and 
ate apples and cracked nuts as we spent the evening reading 
or getting our lessons for school the next day, and as father 
and mother read the papers and magazines. 


Father loved apples and nuts and greatly enjoyed eating 
them on those occasions. He was a most temperate man. 
Those apples and nuts were the only things I ever knew him 
to eat besides the food at regular meal times. He never ate 
candy, except an occasional peppermint drop or lozenge or a 
piece of old fashioned stick candy. He never smoked a cigar 
in his life, never used tobacco in any form, never drank a 
drop of liquor, and never used profane language. He retired 
early at night (nine or ten o’clock) and was almost always 
up at five o’clock in the morning. The habits learned by him 
on the farm remained with him and all his life he was an 
early riser. ... 


Father always built the fire in the kitchen range in the 
morning. Being up at five he did the necessary thing—got 
the fire going in the kitchen stove, carried out the ashes from 
the hard coal burner and ‘‘shook down’’ the stove, manipu- 
lating the grates to get the ashes into the ash pan and new 
coal from above down to the live coals that had kept the fire 
from going out during the night. He was a master fire build- 
er. I think he rather liked the job. He never asked me or 
Fred to get up and build the fire. He would clean the ashes 
out of the kitchen stove and then crumple up a newspaper 
and put it at the bottom of the firebox. Then he would take 
his pocket knife and whittle shavings on the edges of small, 
thin pine boards and lay the boards and shavings on the pa- 
per. On the boards and shavings he would place small sticks 
of split wood and on top of all one or two larger sticks. Then 
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he would touch a match to the paper (poking the match 
through the grates to do so) and would soon have a good fire 
blazing in the stove. He never used kerosene to start a fire. 
He would fill the reservoir on the back of the stove with 
water and then go to the living room, where he would read 
until breakfast was ready. He was nearly always at the office 
at eight o’clock and sometimes at seven. 
No Earty Po.rricaL AMBITIONS 

Clarke usually had to be urged to become a candidate 
for any political office. He seemed to have no real am- 
bition for official distinction, and it was only when he 
became a member of the state legislature that wider 
avenues of service beckoned, which were not afforded 
by local affairs in the county-seat community. Official 
life at Des Moines broadened his opportunities and gave 
him a much wider acquaintance with state affairs and 
people in every county. 

Details of his state contests for nominations for both 
lieutenant governor and governor were revealing. In 
1908, when he was a candidate for the Republican nom- 
ination for lieutenant governor, he won in the first pri- 
mary election in the history of the state. His competi- 
tors were Bernard Murphy and James H. Wilson. He 
won at the general election over his Democratic oppon- 
ent, D. A. Ray. This was the year B. F. Carroll defeated 
Warren Garst for the nomination for governor, and Sen. 
Wm. B. Allison won a renomination over Albert B. Cum- 
mins. For re-election as lieutenant governor two years 
later Clarke had no opposition for the nomination and 
was re-elected over his Democratic opponent, Parley 
Sheldon. 

In 1912, he became a candidate for the Republican 
nomination for governor and met with the aggressive 
opposition of a group including Harvey Ingham, Harry 
C. Wallace and E. T. Meredith, all of Des Moines, and 
Judge C. G. Lee, of Ames, who put forward Prof. Perry 
G. Holden of Ames. Then Governor Carroll induced Aar- 
on V. Proudfoot of Indianola to become a candidate, 
Clarke winning in a decisive contest. At the polls Wood- 
row Wilson carried Iowa in the general election, 
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but Clarke was elected governor over Edward G. Dunn, 
Democrat, and John L. Stevens, Progressive, his plural- 
ity over Dunn being 1,699. For re-election as governor 
in 1914 he won the nomination over C. G. Lee and John 
W. Rowley, and in the general election defeated John T. 
Hamilton, Democrat, and George C. White, Progressive, 
his plurality over Hamilton being 25,845. 


Some opposition to Clarke no doubt was genuine in 
character, but much was inspired by misrepresenta- 
tions of leaders opposing him who had ulterior motives. 
The Republican party in Iowa had been rent by faction- 
alism, both sides being conspicuously represented in 
Dallas county. While Clarke was a Progressive Repub- 
lican and never equivocated as such, that was never an 
issue there when his preferment was at stake. 


The state came to have the same respect for his abil- 
ity and integrity that prevailed in his home county 
where he knew almost everyone by the first names and 
his law firm was an institution. Although by nature 
modest and quiet in manner, he was aggressive in hand- 
ling details of matter in his hands, and when aroused 
by the plight of helpless people subjected to injustice or 
inequalities he could be determined and devastating in 
seeking their relief against what he deemed unworthy 
or unfair. 


Honest in purpose always and straightforward in atti- 
tude, Clarke’s mind was completely free from schemes 
or strategems of any kind. The writer enjoyed his in- 
timate acquaintance for many years, associated with 
him in official life, and can say that George Clarke nev- 
er had a plan or even a thought of taking advantage of 
anyone—a fairer, more unselfish man I never knew. Con- 
troversies were not of his seeking, but when involved 
he met them fairly, frankly and usually effectively. 
Courageous in advocacy of principles and policies, he 
was even a daring man, not afraid of the correctness 
of any position he might have determined upon, but he 
never sought to outwit, mislead or deceive any individual. 
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It may be noted that Clarke served the public at a 
considerable personal sacrifice, as do so many unselfish 
public servants. During the period he was lieutenant 
governor and executive of the state, salaries were much 
lower than since provided, and Clarke’s contribution to 
the state in time and effort was a distinct sacrifice in 
a financial way. 

JUDGEMENT QUESTIONED ON CaprroL EXTENSION 

As governor especially, Clarke made a decided impres- 
sion upon the people of the state and there came an al- 
most universal realization by Iowans that they had as 
their executive an able, a fair, honest and economical 
man in charge of state affairs, and they trusted him. 
Strange it was that a single policy, questioned in some 
quarters, caused criticism of the soundness of his judg- 
ment, for upon one conspicuous issue only was he stren- 
uously opposed by any formidable group of Iowa voters. 
His position upon public questions was usually popular. 
The one questioned was his recommendation for the ex- 
tension of the state capitol grounds at Des Moines to the 
present boundary limits to afford ample setting for state 
building necessary for transaction of its business. 

Competitors for the Republican party nomination for 
the second term granted to him, as well as Democrat 
opponents, sought to defeat him on that issue, but he 
sturdily supported his action, as well as that of the leg- 
islators who voted for the extension bill, and was re- 
nominated and re-elected. Clarke immediately and vol- 
untarily assumed the entire responsibility in that cam- 
paign for the extension legislation enacted by the Thirty- 
sixth General Assembly that authorized the purchase of 
the several city blocks now included in the state capitol 
grounds. He vigorously defended and supported for re- 
nomination and re-election the members of the General 
Assembly who were attacked and opposed because of 
their votes for the extension act, speaking in their home 
communities with fervor and force, saving from defeat 
a number who had been attacked upon that issue. He 
really staked his position in public life in an all-out ef- 
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- fort to save for member candidates their seats in the 
assembly of 1915. 

In speeches all over Iowa, Clarke counseled irritated 
individuals to vent their anger upon himself rather than 
lose able and worthy representatives in the assembly. 
Many voters did just that; but fortunately, however, 
he was re-elected governor, and it was these men with 
whom Clarke associated in many sessions of lowa Gen- 
eral Assemblies and others in the legal profession who 
knew his integrity and singleness of purpose, who re- 
gardless of political lines, voted for and saved him from 
defeat in the Capitol Extension controversy. 

.Time has overwhelmingly demonstrated the need of 
this land by the state and the accuracy of Clarke’s judg- 
ment in the matter. But, inflamed by designing political 
detractors of the governor and attributing to him wrong- 
ful motives, the state narrowly escaped becoming the 
victim of a great injustice, as well as misconstruing the 
motives of an honest and farseeing public official. 

In the succeeding assemblies, the Thirtieth and the 
Thirty-first, Mr. Clarke had been elected, in the last un- 
animously, and served as speaker and afterward two 
terms as lieutenant governor from 1909 to 1913, becom- 
ing especially fitted for executive duties, having acquired 
an intimate knowledge of state affairs and its institu- 
tions. Then came his two terms of efficient and accept- 
able administration as the state’s executive, with dis- 
criminating judgment exercised in the appointment of 
citizens for administrative and judicial service in the 
state government. Few public men of the state have 
left official stations carrying with them a higher regard 
of associates and universal commendation. 

CHARACTER OF APPOINTEES PRAISED 

When his judgment was challenged, it was upon an 
economical matter, not political or partisan. During his 
incumbency as executive, Clarke sought to allay politi- 
cal differences that had been rife in the state. Although 
a “Progressive” Republican, he appointed Standpatters 
as well, his appointments being determined by merit 
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and personal knowledge of qualifications. Before he re- 
tired as governor, a group of these appointees, all of 
whom he had known more than a score of years, as- 
sembled in the executive suite in the capitol, headed 
by State Librarian Johnson Brigham, who voiced the 
sentiments of those in the group in expressing admira- 
tion for his qualities and record in public life and wish- 
ing him boundless success in other avenues of endeavor 
upon his retirement from the high position he was re- 
linquishing. 

Clarke was visibly affected, and with tears streaming 
down his face, responded with feeling to the presenta- 
tion of a gold watch and chain. Chief Justice Charles 
Wennerstrum of the Iowa supreme court speaking be- 
fore a session of the Pioneer Lawmakers of Iowa in 
1947, in presentation of an oil portrait of the governor 
to the state department of history, told of this incident, 
saying: 

One of the outstanding qualities of Governor Clarke was his 
evaluation of men in his selection of appointees to state of- 
fices. His rule in the matter of appointments was whether 
the one suggested was the best available person in the state 
for the position to be filled. Because of the general feeling 
that an appointment received at the hands of Governor 
Clarke was a distinct honor a number of appointees called 
upon him near the conclusion of his second term as governor 
and presented him with an appropriate gift of appreciation. 

In accepting this gift he spoke from his heart and clearly 
set forth his conception of the duty of the chief executive in 
selecting men for public office. He there said: 

“It was not easy for me to appoint a single one of you men. 
In nearly every case you were chosen from a group of appli- 
cants, or those urged as especially fitted for the place, or de- 
serving as a supporter or friend. But, disregarding political 
pressure or ties of personal friendship, I carefully canvassed 
the qualifications of the men available for every single ap- 
pointment, and named the man that I believed was best quali- 
fied to render the highest order of service to the state of Iowa 
in the particular position under consideration. It is not 
praise, especially, but a plain statement of fact, that each of 
you was the best man I could find to render the service the 
state is entitled to receive in the position you are filling. 

“Tt has been my rule of procedure in every instance to ap- 
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proach the selection of men to be appointed by me to places 
of public responsibility, with care and deliberation, and I ex- 
ercised the best judgment of which I am capable. As a group 
I have no hesitancy in saying that it is my belief you are 
the finest, best qualified men that I was able to find in the 
whole state of Iowa for the individual tasks for which you 
have responsibility, and I commend the fidelity you have 
brought to your tasks, as well as the success you are dem- 
onstrating in attending to the affairs of the state.’’ 


An OUTSTANDING PuBLIC SERVANT 


Justice Wennerstrum commented further upon the 
sterling qualities and high-mindedness of Governor 
Clarke, as these further excerpts from his address will 
indicate: 


Governor Clarke was an outstanding public servant. He 
was a man of conscientious courage and a man of vision His 
qualifications can be best summarized by saying that he was 
a good citizen. He made a most worthwhile contribution to 
the life of this state. . . . He was an individual whose policy 
in public office was to do that which he felt was the right 
thing to do. He was also farsighted in his ambitions for his 
state. This was particularly manifested in his support and 
advocacy for capitol extension. To him, perhaps more than 
any other man, may be given the credit for the beautiful 
grounds which now surround our capitol building. . 


In his campaign for reelection in 1914 he encountered most 
strenuous opposition from people who claimed that the appro- 
priation for capitol extension was most extravagant. He did 
not avoid this issue or its political dangers. He did not seek 
to pass the responsibility for Capitol extension to the legis- 
lature which had passed the necessary legislation but went 
out over the state in support of the cause which he felt was 
for its best interest. 


In an address in a southern Iowa community when he was 
justifying the program for a more suitable and beautiful set- 
ting for our capitol building, he made this statement: ‘‘When 
the battle is over and I may be listed as a casualty, it will 
never be said of me that any bullets entered my back.’’ This 
spirit of courage and forthright statesmanship appealed to the 
citizens of Iowa and in part resulted in his reelection in 1914. 

There is no monument on the capitol grounds honoring 
Governor Clarke. He needs none. Fittingly if such a monu- 
ment were erected might it have inscribed upon it the words 
placed on the tomb of Sir Christopher Wren in Saint Paul’s 
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cathedral, London, “If you would see his monument look 
aDOUt ara 


A TRIBUTE TO CLARKE’S SERVICE 

Upon many occasions of importance other Iowa men 
of prominence have spoken in similar vein of Governor 
Clarke, voicing admiration of the man and pride in his 
record of accomplishment as the state’s executive. At 
one noteworthy event when former Senator and Attor- 
ney General George Cosson paid tribute to Clarke’s 
qualities upon the presentation of a life-sized bronze 
bust of him to the Iowa State Department of History 
and Archives, he said in part: 


As speaker of the House and lieutenant governor, George 
W. Clarke had few equals and no superior as a presiding 
officer, but it was as governor where the acid test was applied 
and the bigness and greatness of Governor Clarke were dis- 
closed. In the history of Iowa he is referred to as a forward- 
looking man. He affiliated with that faction of the Republican 
party known as Progressive, but he always kept his feet on 
the ground. 

Calvin Coolidge’s observation would apply to the Governor. 
“He was as conservative as the multiplication table and he 
was as progressive as science.’’ No one more than the Gov- 
ernor appreciated the beauty, the grandeur and the glory of 
the sunset in the western sky, but he was wise enough to 
know what so many of our great men have failed to perceive, 
that this beauty and glory and grandeur fully represent not 
only that which is, but that which was. He knew that the 
Star of Hope first appeared in the East and that we must 
look toward the East for the light and the beginning of a new 
day, and that the glory and the grandeur and the beauty of 
that which was should never prevent us from seeing and re- 
alizing the possibilities of that which is to come. . 

. . He was especially interested in the school system of 
the state—from the rural school to the university. His work 
paved the way for permanent roads in Iowa. He was much 
interested in public health and conservation, but above all he 
recognized that agriculture was the basis not only of the well- 
being of Iowa and the Middle West but of every true civil- 
ization. . . 

His great courage was shown in furthering the Capitol Ex- 
tension Act and defending the act after it was passed against 
persons who opposed it, either for selfish, political, or honestly 


mistaken economic reasons. 
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In the Governor’s first inaugural he referred to the great 
Keokuk dam as one of the greatest engineering projects ever 
undertaken. In this connection he said: ‘‘At Keokuk the 
great Father of Waters which for unmeasured ages has wast- 
ed his vast energy as he swept on to the sea has been har- 
nessed and his power captured for the lighting and heating of 
cities and for giving power to manufacturing plants.” . . 


His breadth and courage were shown by the fact that while 
he was quick to condemn wrongdoing in public places, he was 
equally as prompt to condemn unmerited criticism of public 
officers. In his second inaugural he said: “It is one of the 
most unfortunate things of our American life that a large part 
of our citizenship assume to speak of state legislatures, and 
the Congress of the United States as well, with at least poorly 
disguised ridicule. Men who have never given any time at 
all to the consideration of public questions and who have sel- 
dom, or never, seen any bad effects of the completed work of 
the legislature, will begin and have already begun, to dis- 
count your work.’’ 


And calling for courage from the members of the General 
Assembly he said: ‘‘There has never been a great, construc- 
tive piece of legislation where the loss of political heads did 
not follow and in every case time has vindicated the value 
and wisdom of the law.’’ In defending the good road program 
he said: ‘‘Could there really be left anything to contend about 
when the roads themselves demonstrate the wonderful im- 
provement under the Highway Commission, when 15,000 per- 
manent bridges and culverts speak with eternal voice in ap- 
proval of methods, when an annual saving to the people of 
four million dollars is realized by the commission and when 
only by the retention of it can the more than two million 
dollars be secured from the (Federal) government and when 
the wisdom and efficiency of the law is appealing to other 
states as a model?’’ 


Some passages in his state papers reach the point of the 
classic. In his special message to the legislature on March 
26, 1913, he called the Capitol Extension an imperative de- 
mand of the future. Said the Governor: “It is a matter of 
the very best business policy. Iowa should announce that she 
is of age and full grown. She should step out of the old con- 
ditions, that hamper and restrain, into the new. The legisla- 
ture should be unafraid. . . . Listen not to the voice of selfish- 
ness. Tolerate not the ‘invisible’ man. For more than ten 
years practically all legislation and all political agitation in 
this country has been against human selfishness. Let it 
proceed.’’ 
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. . . Never were there so many highly organized pressure 
groups descending upon Congress and lower legislative bodies 
as well as executive and administrative officers. Social, polit- 
ical and economic philosophies, as divergent as the poles, are 
contending with each other and the people, for the mastery. 
Political death is threatened to the public man who does not 
agree to comply or who courageously takes a stand upon any 
of the highly controverted questions. 

As Thomas Payne said, there are times which try men’s 
souls. This state and this nation need men like Governor 
Clarke as never before, men who not only think right but who 
are willing to fight for the right. George W. Clarke was a 
man in the best sense of the term, whether we refer to his 
public life or his private life. As father, husband, citizen of 
his local community, public servant of the state, or as a pri- 
vate lawyer engaged in his private profession with his busi- 
ness associates, he displayed courage and kindliness, high fi- 
delity to public duty and personal generosity and magnan- 
imity, an appreciation of the stern realities of life coupled 
with a genuine sense of humor... 

May I express my feeling of personal satisfaction and grat- 
itude that I have the honor to present the bronze bust of one 
who has played such a conspicuous part in the affairs of this 
state and nation, with the knowledge that this bust of George 
W. Clarke will forever remain in the Historical Building 
among the portraits and statues of the great men and women 
who brought honor and distinction to themselves and likewise 
honored their state. 

May it be an inspiration through the ages, not only to the 
youth who may visit this building, but to public men as well 
holding high office. May it forever evidence the fact that 
fidelity to trust and great courage in the performance of pub- 
lic duty are their own reward which time will vindicate. 


OrriciaL Exposirion Visit 

Perhaps the more pleasurable events of Clarke’s ad- 
ministration were his official visits to the Panama-Pa- 
cific International Exposition at San Francisco in 1914 
and 1915. Iowa was officially represented by a commit- 
tee of delegates selected by various commercial organ- 
izations of the cities of the state and appointed by the 
governor. With members of the committee, the execu- 
tive left Des Moines March 31, 1914, for San Francisco 
and selected the site upon which was erected by the 
Greater Iowa Association the attractive Iowa building, 
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located advantageously within one block of the bay. 
W. W. Marsh, of Waterloo, chairman of the commission, 
presided at the dedicatory exercises held on March 10, 
1915. The Iowa Day ceremonies of the fair on June 25th 
centered at the Iowa building and the address of Gov- 
ernor Clarke was one of the best of his career, exposi- 
tory of the resources of the state, its institutions and 
people. Great throngs of Iowa people residing in Cali- 
fornia augmented the crowd and the governor’s ringing 
praise of the state cheered to the echo. His daughter, 
Frances, further enlivened the occasion by singing in 
good voice the Iowa song, accompanied by the Iowa 
band. The Clarkes loved Iowa for what she is. Many 
speak of the state’s future, but Clarke always lauded 
her accomplishments, her record of things done, the 
quality of her people, their ideals and the great insti- 
tutions here located. It was the Iowa of now that chal- 
lenged his admiration and approval. 


Upon another occasion Johnson Brigham described the 
qualities and stability of Governor Clarke, as well as 


his influence as an Iowa statesman, and leadership, as 
follows: 


Governor Clarke has the qualities of leadership. His public- 
spirited devotion transcends partisanship and with him patri- 
otism far o’ertops self agrandizement .He is approachable 
and his unfeigned cordiality works for popularity, while his 
strongly marked personal characteristics win for him high 
regard. His position is never an equivocal one, yet he does not 
possess the aggressiveness that antagonizes. There has been 
in his career none of those dazzling meteoric qualities which 
sometimes characterize the record of the political leader. On 
the contrary, he possesses the more stable elements of states- 
manship and his study of the science of government and of 
vital and of significant political problems has made him a 
power in molding public thought and action in the state. 


An accurate summation of the public record of George 
W. Clarke, his characteristics and his qualities as a 
man and an official was made by the late David A. Mott, 
a former member of the Iowa General Assembly and a 
competent editor, who wrote of him in a biographical 
sketch, saying in part: 
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As a member of the House of Representatives, Mr. Clarke 
at once took high rank as a man of judgment and knowledge. 
Both as speaker of the house and as president of the senate 
when lieutenant governor he won encomiums for his fairness 
and skill as a presiding officer. In the office of governor he 
exhibited the qualities of statesmanship and courage. The re- 
organization of rural schools, the development of permanent 
roads, workmen’s compensation, and the Capitol Grounds ex- 
tension were outstanding subjects and achievements during 
his administration. 

His urgent recommendation to the General Assembly of 1913 
resulted in the passing of an act providing for the levying of 
a small special tax extending over several years to provide 
for the cost of the extension. During Governor Clarke’s cam- 
paign for re-election in 1914 he was severely criticized for his 
part in increasing the state tax to pay for the extension. He 
acknowledged he was to blame, if any one was, and argued 
it out on the public platforms, and won. 

He constantly called in each official he believed was aware 
of conditions intended to be corrected and those to be ac- 
counted for, in the phases of finance, legislation, litigation and 
construction. Thus came about a series of conferences with 
the secretary of the Executive Council... attorney general 

. and legislative leaders, bankers and business men, and 
with all of them he devised plans he was convinced were wise. 
He carried his own conviction into the minds of those he con- 
sulted and so created his most conspicuous contribution to his 
state of his time. He was a man of strong convictions, high 
ideals, a lover of nature and of the beautiful, and a lover of 
his fellow man—a clean, conscientious, Christian gentleman. 


Electric Rail Car Now a Relic 


The last electric interurban car on the old Waterloo, 
Cedar Falls & Northern Railroad was conveyed to Cen- 
terville in December, a gift to the Iowa chapter of the 
National Railroad Historical Society. 

The car, presented to the society by the successor 
company of the W.C.F. & N., will be used by railroad 
fans with other old electric cars on the Southern Iowa 
Railroad Co. tracks from Centerville to Moravia. 


The Ebenezer Alden Jr., Letters 
From Iowa Territory 


Earty lowA CONGREGATIONAL MINISTER WRITES 
To KinFoLk OF EXPERIENCES 


(Continued from January ANNALS) 


The remaining letters of a series written in 1843-47 by 
the Reverand Ebenezer Alden, Jr., from Tipton, in 
Territorial Iowa, to his father and mother and other 
members of his family at Randolph, Massachusetts, the 
first of which appeared in the January issue of the An- 
nals, are presented herewith. 

This publication is made possible through the cour- 
tesy of Mr. H. M. Harris, former banker at Grinnell 
and Des Moines, now of Moline, Illinois, the wife of 
whom is a descendent of the Alden family, who had the 
originals copied and deposited with the Iowa State De- 
partment of History & Archives. His son, Mayo Harris, 
superintendent of the John Deere Plow Works at Moline, 
and C. C. Clifton of the Des Moines Register, were in- 
strumental in securing the courtesy. 

Ebenezer Alden, Jr., also was one of the founders of 
Grinnell college and a member of its board of trustees. 


Tipton, Dec. 24, 1844 

My dear Mother: I received your letter on Dec. 
llth. Last Sabbath evening I preached at Mr. 
Church’s. Mrs. Church is about 6 years younger than 
Eliza Epes Carter, her sister, with whom you were 
acquainted. . 

You are very desirous that I should come home 
next summer and wish me to promise to come if 
nothing prevents. I am sure I would start tomorrow 
if there was nothing to hinder. But the great diffi- 
culty is that there is a good deal to prevent my 
PONIG oS 8 

One trouble is the expense of travelling so far and 
572 
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back. It is true that if the AH.M.S. pay me up fully 
I shall have as much again as will be necessary at 
my command. It is true also for which I am much 
obliged to Father that he offered to bear the expense 
of my journey last summer. But as I sometimes 
say in my preaching it is not the $100.00 in gold or 
silver or bank bills that I am looking at but the com- 
forts, blessings, and good things that this sum would 
bring to its possessor. $100.00 in cash would help 
me half ways or a third at the least to build a church 
in Tipton. I could get a building underweigh that 
would accommodate us, with that sum in my hands. 
You will say that I shall collect money in the East 
when I come home. I shall do well if I get that 
sum. Then again the sum would a quarter or a 
sixth furnish me with a place of my own. $400.00 
perhaps $600.00 would fit me out pretty well. 

Do you think it is miserly & sordid to make such 
calculations? It is not the money I care anything 
about. I have no faculty for keeping any when I 
have it. But a quiet home of my own I should like 
to have. After living as I have done in Iowa, it is 
not very consoling to be just as far from being 
settled down permanently as when I came to the Ter- 
ritory. I like to be gaining & not wearing out and 
wearing down all the time. I can live “any how” 
for a time but I do not wish to, any longer than I 
can help. It is a poor plan for anybody to live along 
as the old saying is from “hand to mouth,” but poor- 
er yet for a minister of the gospel, and a bishop 
over 24 miles square. 

If I had a harness & cutter and buggy too, it would 
help me a great deal. But I do not wish for them 
while I have no stable or shed to protect such 
articles from the weather & there are a good many 
other things I want first. 

When you have had to eat all kinds of eating & 
have lived without society as long as has been the 
case with me & had to drive away the cow from 
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tearing out all the hay in the crevices between the 
logs as I used to at Solon, etc. etc. etc., supposing 
you could be placed in such a situation you would 
understand the “drift of my remarks.” I am not 
grumbling or complaining or finding fault with my- 
self or anybody else but am as cheerful & happy as 
you need imagine. 


3 months would be short enough & too short to be 
gone—5 or 6 weeks travelling & 6 or a little more 
to be at home. Supposing as much should be un- 
done whilst I was gone as I had done here, what 
kind of a situation should I be in when I returned? 


Again, it is very pleasant to meet, but very hard 
to part. Would it not be as hard as when I first 
came out? ... But if I was there I should not be 
endeavoring to do any good here the way I am now. 
I might be there raising money to keep somebody 
here and that is what you are doing. ... Still I may 
come East next year. If I do, I believe it will be 
best to go on after the General Association meets 
in Bloomington in June. 


As to Father’s coming out in reference to my get- 
ting a place here, perhaps it would be worthwhile, 
though I suppose Mr. Gillett’s judgment or that of 
a number of my church would be very safe as it 
respects that matter. Perhaps in a year or two a 
visit could be more pleasantly made. . .. But then 
perhaps it would be pleasanter for him to see things 
as they are now. There will be prairie enough here 
to see 10 years hence and to see the country just as 
the Indians left it. We ought to have been here 
8 years ago. 

Jan. 1, 1845—A happy New Year to you, my dear 
Mother, and may you live to enjoy a great many 
more. I received last Monday evening on returning 
home from preaching Father’s letter dated on the 
last day of Nov. . .%. 

Tomorrow I have a funeral to attend and the next 
day I start for the North to organize a new church 
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& preach & probably I shall not be back for 2 or 
3 weeks. 
Your aff. Son, 

P.S. Jan. 1—I received today the first Thanksgiving 
sermon that was ever printed in Iowa, that of Mr. 
Holbrook in Dubuque. There was a notice of Mr. 
Hutchinson’s on the Burlington paper. The one de- 
livered in Tipton was not noticed in print but it made 
a good deal of talk. 


. Tipton, March 3d, 1845 

My dear Parents: I have this morning read your 
letter, mailed Feb. 6. I perceive that you do not 
know all about the West yet. Imagine a church of 
16 members, 3 near our meeting house, and the male 
member a man in feeble health, though an excellent 
man, one not to be depended upon to conduct or as- 
sist in prayer meetings. Then over at the East Par- 
ish meeting house—next house from Tipton resides 
the deacon, a good, infirm, gray-headed man—then 
a mile beyond resides an old lady. Then at N. Abing- 
ton is a young woman, then at Mr. Ward’s Mrs. 
Church—and at Faxon’s another female member of 
the church. By Punkafrog is an excellent Scotch- 
man & his wife & 2 or 3 miles S. of there a good 
man & his wife from Penn. At Dr. Burgess’ is a 
young man & his wife—& at Hingham another man 
& his wife, members of the church. Where are your 
prayer meetings & monthly concert? Are you in- 
tending to desert Tipton? 

The prospects of my church are as good as those 
of any other church, back from the Mississippi or 
Des Moines of equal age—& our numbers as large—- 
& at the next communion, the last Sabbath in April 
more will unite I trust. The prospect of remaining 
permanently here is a better than that of one on a 
river town and we are not half of the year, shaking 


with the ague. 
I sent to Chicago for my box—2 other men obtained 
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boxes—one from Boston—I none. When I see the 
man who went, perhaps I may learn something 
about it. The church Library arrived at Blooming- 
ton last week—the boats commenced running then, 
Feb. 24. There may be some cold weather yet, but 
the winter has pretty much broken up I rather think. 
Geese and ducks, etc., flew north two weeks ago. 

I did not preach yesterday. It was my day to be 
on the Wapsipinicon. Friday night my appointment 
was 26 miles from here—Saturday night 18—and 
Sunday & Sunday night 16 miles N. where the church 
at “Rome” has been organized. I have had a bad 
cold for a week past and I thought it prudent to re- 
main at home—besides there is a large creek which 
was high a week ago which might have blocked me. 
My pony tco has been sick with the distemper though 
I could borrow the horse of the man with whom I 
board as he has been prostrated on his bed for a 
number of weeks with rheumatism. This is the first 
Sabbath on which I have been prevented from 
preaching since I have been in the territory from 
ill health. I should have preached had it been my 
day in Tipton. As it was I went & heard the cir- 
cuit rider. 

I subscribed for Mr. Fiske’s paper, because I 
would like to see it & I couldn’t do any other way 
very well. Mr. Fiske is a Presbyterian—& if the 
Cong. keep up separate operations here, I do not be- 
lieve his paper will ultimately be our organ. The 
Snethen Seminary is professedly very liberal—no 
didactic theology!!! in it. 50 students in all-6 
theological. I believe it is Protestant Methodist & 
always will be, and more so by & by, than now. I 
do not like a theological Seminary where there is 
no theology, or a denomination which has no pe 
culiar tenets, or measures, as a great many Con- 
gregationalists wish that we were. It is well enough 
to be on the look out where there is too much lib- 
erality as well as where there is too much bigotry. 
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I wish Mr. Fiske well & the Snethen Seminary too, 
but I do not expect that the paper of the one will 
be the paper—though it may—nor the Seminary, the 
Seminary at all. If you want to give away any loose 
change I want a meeting house here & we hope to 
have a college—at Davenport probably. 


I shall remain here as minister, except absent on 
visits or at meetings—till the first of next November, 
& probably 10 years longer if the Lord spares my 
life. If I leave, somebody else will come I hope. 
We do not expect to desert the field here yet. I can 
travel about better horseback the greater part of the 
time than any other way & a part of the year in no 
other way. The first thing to get is a piece of land 
and a house, which I have not yet done. 


For $20.00 I can get a block of land in town, a 
little over 2 acres. I could raise from the sod half 
corn enough for my horse the first year. After that 
I should have a good garden & homestead suffici- 
ently near town for me to conduct meetings. This 
would be a great help. The ground ought to be bro- 
ken this Spring or early in the summer for next 
year’s garden. Then there should be a fence about 
it which will cost $35.00 or $40.00. The breaking 
would cost $5.00. By & by perhaps I shall want a 
40 acre out lot. I can’t expect to get now at $1.25, 
government price much timber in it as almost all 
is entered, but I should have fire wood & the land. 

If I had a house the renting of it to a good family 
with whom I could board would board me, which I 
might be left to do. I suppose $600.00 would put up 
a pretty comfortable house & what means I have 
would do something. But I am doing nothing & 
perhaps I shall not. 

... If I start for the East it will be after the June 


meeting. 
Your aff. Son, 


March 4.—I received tonight the Puritan containing 
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the important intelligence that I am here, etc, & a 
Vermont Chronicle. 


Tipton, April 22d, 1845 

My dear Parents: I have not received a letter 
from you since I last wrote, but presume that I shall 
before this is mailed which will be next week. We 
have a number of mails through this place and two 
more are soon to be established, but it is only once 
a week that I can expect to go to the Post Office 
and expect to take out a letter from Home, and then 
I am sometimes disappointed. This is a world of 
change and disappointment. Everything about us 
changes and we change our minds. 


When I last wrote, you perceived that I thought 
that on many accounts it did not appear for the best 
for me to visit the East the next summer. Since 
then I have thought so still more. The situation of 
the two churches to which I preach is such that it 
would be best for me to be here. 


The church North of this is small just formed, and 
forming and I might do a great deal of good there 
the next season. The church here is gaining ground. 
Next Sabbath will be our next communion day. I 
expect Dr. Woods over and hope that there will be 
some admissions to the church, for a number are ex- 
pecting soon to join. If a minister should be sta- 
tioned north of this place where I now preach, then 
during my absence he could preach here a part of 
the time. 


If I stay here too, this coming summer, I could 
be getting things in readiness to have a home of my 
own by and by. I do not expect that this family with 
which I board is always to live in this rented house 
nor that I shall not be obliged to move my quarters 
somewhere sooner or later. I have therefore pretty 
much come to the conclusion that I shall not make 
you a visit this summer. . ..I have no doubt but 
that I shall feel when I see the rest of the brethren 
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moving off in the boat from Bloomington as if I 
wished that I were with them. 


This field which I occupy it is not my intention to 
abandon. I should not wish to leave it for any other 
part of Iowa, unless someone were here to take my 
place. Everything cannot be done in a day, but 
there is nothing to discourage a reasonable man. 
This is a good agricultural county and I hope to see 
in it 10,000 people. Tipton will be a healthy, pleas- 
ant little village. A young lawyer has just moved 
in here who has made school teaching his occupation 
for 5 years past in this County. We shall now have 
I trust a good, permanent school, a school district 
organization, and a school house. Several houses 
are going up. 

Br. Robbins was up last week to marry a couple— 
one of the members of his church, and a young lady 
in the neighborhood, were the parties. I was present 
also and assisted. He thinks my field on many ac- 
counts altogether preferable to his own. I preach 
to a larger audience, and the prospect of remaining 
in a country place is altogether better than that of 
permanence in a river town. 

Last week I purchased a lot of land on the town 
plat of a little more than 2 acres. It is now unbro- 
ken prairie, but I shall get it broken at the right time 
and a year from next summer it will be fit for cul- 
tivation. I intend to put up a house on it in a few 
months, and shall try to get things so prepared as 
to do it. I hope it may do me some good and that 
when my friends wish to come out and visit me I 
shall have a place in which suitably to entertain 
them. If it does not do me any good it may the 
next Tipton minister for there is no probability that 
I shall suffer any pecuniary loss unless fire or some 
other providential visitation should befall me. My 
church and people are extremely gratified that I am 
to remain here this summer, if the Lord spares my 
life. I trust that you will think it best too to have 
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me where I am apparently in the way of duty... . 
Br. Adams may think it best for me to go with him, 
and may present arguments sufficient to turn the scale 
I have not seen him yet but expect to 2 weeks from 
today at our Northern Association in Albany, Ill. The 
little church there belongs to the Association though in 
EL eee. 


April 23d 

Dear Mary: So far I had written, when last evening 
I received Mother’s, Sarah’s & your joint letter. I was 
yesterday looking over my register of letters to see 
how long it was since you had written and found it 
nearly 6 months—5 months & more. I trust you have 
had a pleasant winter in visiting; you think you have 
had such an one, but yet I believe that you and Sarah 
both are strangers to true happiness, to that happiness 
& those consolations which will endure when the world 
and all its pleasures will have forever passed away. 
God grant that this may not be so for a much longer 
time. 


I received also last evening a letter from John P. 
Gulliver, and a good one it was too. Well since I have 
read over these letters I feel as if I must come East, 
this summer. On many accounts it would be best to 
stay here. But on many it seems for the best to go. 
I have not mentioned to but a few of my church that 
I had concluded to remain here this summer, & I be- 
lieve that I shall not mention it to any more, but shall 
start after the meeting of the General Association. 
That will be a most interesting time, to meet brethren 
whom I have not seen a year and some whom I have 
not seen since I left New England, besides meeting 
their wives whom I have never seen, except Mrs. Hut- 
chinson. I mean those who came out last summer. 
The meeting will be a good one too. It will be the next 
thing to going East, the next thing before going East. 

Item—Glass & Nails—They can be bought pretty 
nearly as cheap in Bloomington as East—at any rate 
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the cost of transportation would make the bill about 
equal if not beyond the cost here—so says Mr. Gillett. 
Such cash articles might be subscribed for a meeting 
house by manufacturers when they did not feel like 
giving cash. If I can get lumber—which is doubtful— 
I think I will put up a house this summer at any rate. 
I shall not worry myself about it but if I find there is 
a chance to get the lumber with certainty I rather 
think I shall build. But everything is not done in a 
day, and I presume I understand how things are con- 
ducted here a great deal better than many who could 
teach me a good many things about business matters 
in the older states. And there is no extraordinary van- 
ity in making such an assertion. I am afraid I shall 
not feel like doing much till I start. I shall have two 
trips to make to my northern church & one to II. 
And in 7 weeks shall be off from Tipton. I have writ- 
ten sermons enough for Randolph at any rate. 
Your aff. Brother, 

April 29th: We had a very interesting sacramental 
meeting last Saturday afternoon and Sabbath. Dr. 
Woods and Mr. Bool of Marion were present and as- 
sisted in the services. There was a large congregation 
present & we had the best place for preaching which 
we have yet had. 3 united with the church, 2 by letter 
and one by profession. I baptized 4 children of my 
church. It was one of the most interesting meetings 
which we have yet had, interesting and solemn. 

Where is Dr. Woods’ box of clothing? He has not 
received any letter from Mr. Clarke. Will Father or 
Mr. Clarke inform him, if it was sent, where it was 
sent to—so that he can get it. 

Spring has now considerably advanced. The grass 
has been high enough for feed for horses and cattle for 
sometime. The trees are beginning to appear green. 
I measured a few moments ago a shoot of a crab apple 
which has grown 11 inches the present season. We 
have had some rain for a week past & a good deal of 
cloudy weather. My health is now good. 
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I intend to come east this summer but have not de- 
termined which way I shall go. I shall see Br. E. 
Adams next week at the Northern Association and we 
shall probably make some arrangements about things 
then. You may expect to see me the lst or 2nd week 
of July, if nothing special prevents me from coming. 
I shall write you one more letter before starting and 
avail myself of the last privilege of imposing a .25 cent 
letter upon you—after that they will not be worth only 
10 cents. I am much obliged to Sarah for her letter. 

Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Cedar Co., Iowa, June 4th, 1845 

My dear Parents: Your last letter was received on 
the 20th of May. About the middle of the last month 
too I received my box from Chicago, by the way of St. 
Louis. The melodian has been a good deal of company 
since. I have had also a pleasant trip to Illinois to at- 
tend the Northern Association of Congregationalists, and 
am anticipating a pleasant meeting with old friends next 
week in Bloomington. 


I have to marry a couple tomorrow evening and 
preach two sermons next Sabbath and then my minis- 
terial duties are finished here for this summer. Prob- 
ably, however, I shall not reach Mass. as soon as you 
anticipate. It is not possible, we supposed to attend the 
meetings in Bloomington & Detroit both, and hence Brs. 
Turner & Salter are our delegation to Detroit & are al- 
ready on their way I suppose. Br. Adams wishes to visit 
the southern part of the Territory before leaving for the 
East & probably we shall not be out of Iowa entirely 
for 2 weeks & more. 

We shall probably go up the Ohio if the water is in 
the right stage, & if not, we shall take the lake passage. 
I shall be in New York City before I see you & may 
perhaps let you know more definitely at what time I 
shall see you, but cannot do so at present. 

The season has been rather dry until within a few days 
in which we have had some fine showers. 
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Tipton is improving considerably the present season. 
A number of houses are going up, & there have been 
a good many immigrants into our section of country. A 
young physician has just arrived who appears to be an 
educated man, & I hope we shall soon get rid of one of 
the old ones who is a great nuisance and rascal. 


There are about 150 Mormons encamped near us on 
their way to Oregon. They have been in the pine coun- 
try in Wisconsin for 2 years past, but finding their mills 
to be on Indian ground, they have left. They are from 
all quarters & have 8 or 10 Eastern men amongst them, 
one from Leicester, Hobart, whose father was from 
Abington. There was a great gathering to hear their 
preaching last Sabbath, & I was almost deserted. They 
are a good deal the same kind of folks as the “come- 
outers” & Millerites, with some rascally scamps amongst 
their leaders as I suppose. 


Perhaps you had as well retain the Puritan as I can 
put it in with my old books, some of them I suppose I 
may bring out. 


I have been boxing up my things here so as to have 
them in safe keeping whilst I am gone. I shall get 
things settled up before I leave so as to remain absent 
and give you a visit as long as one of my old vacations. 
I cannot expect to return in less than 3 months and dur- 
ing that time I trust there will be one or two here to 
supply my place a Sabbath. What would you think of 
Mr. Hitchcock’s being away for 3 months & no Cong. 
minister nearer than 25 miles & no agents of any con- 
sequence or unemployed ministers in the region? 


I am thankful to God for making such a miserable 
sinner as I am & have been the means of accomplish- 
ing what I have done. If I were holier, I might do more 
& this is my prayer. I trust I shall be kept in safety, 
have a pleasant journey & visit and be returned to be 
a great deal better and do more than I have thus far. 


My love to all. Your aff. Son, 
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Pittsburgh, July 5th, 1845 

My dear Parents: You will see by the date of my 
letter that I am on my way to New England and that 
I have escaped the dangers of the rivers. I left Tipton 
at the time I anticipated & attended the meeting of the 
General Association at Bloomington which was interest- 
ing and important in its bearings upon religion in lowa. 
From thence I went to Denmark with Br. Adams & 
preached in Burlington Sabbath before last. 

Monday evening I started from Madison. Last Sab- 
bath I passed in Owensboro, Ky. This resting upon the 
Sabbath is expensive on account of paying for short 
routes as well as boarding in a public house, and it hin- 
ders me in my journey. Still it is right & in the end 
it will be for the best. The next Sabbath I shall prob- 
ably spend in N. Y. City & if nothing unexpected oc- 
curs, you may expect to see me in about a week & a 
half. If I had reached Pittsburgh an hour earlier this 
morning, I should have been in season for a stage for 
Blairsville where I shall go Monday & from thence to 
Philadelphia. If this had been the case, I should have 
been at home a week from today & this would have 
been so had it not been for a fog this morning. 

The last boat, on which I was, was run into by another 
boat, but not much injured. On another the state room 
next to mine was robbed, & whilst we were laying to at 
Nauvoo, a man was murdered in the town near us. But 
Providence has preserved me & favored me. When I 
left Iowa, I did not suppose the rivers were high enough 
to allow us to take the Southern route, but they have 
risen on account of heavy rains within a few weeks. I 
have been kept from sickness & have no reason to ap- 
prehend it at present. 

There is a Mr. Shackford with us to collect funds for 
the church in Burlington which must be raised or the 
Congregational Church there abandoned. 

It has been as a general thing very cool since I start- 
ed, so even sometimes to render an outside coat com- 
fortable. 
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I shall endeavor to reach home as quick as I can so 
as to have as much of my time with you as possible 
& not spend it all on the way. Still if I keep the Sab- 
bath, I must be patient & I hope the few weeks I have 
will afford us a pleasant meeting & visit. 

Please give my love to all the family & expect week 
after next. 

Your aff. Son, 
Hardwick, Sept. 25, 1845 

Dear Father: You see from the date of this that I 
am still with Asa. I suppose that you would have un- 
doubtedly presumed that I was somewhere in this vicin- 
ity, but for fear lest mother might be anxious lest I were 
sick, I thought it best to write. 

I had a very pleasant visit at Westfield, and by hav- 
ing day or two to spend there, I was able to see almost 
all the relatives of my Tipton friends. I lectured on 
Iowa one evening also. I came up with Asa from 
Brookfield on Saturday and preached for him twice on 
the Sabbath, connecting with the afternoon’s sermon an 
account of the state of things in Iowa, as I did in North 
Bridgewater. 

I have had a very pleasant time this week in Amherst. 
The College appears to be in as prosperous a condition 
as we could reasonably expect at the present time. The 
Freshman class numbers a little over 30 and there are 
about 125 students in College. I attended one of Prof. 
Fiske’s recitations, and was supposed by him to be Ed- 
mund. He did not discover his mistake until he com- 
menced asking me about Williston Seminary. 

Today is the day of Fasting and Prayer, the observ- 
ance of which was recommended by the General Asso- 
ciation. I am sure that I ought to keep the day as much 
as any one. I have as much need of lamenting my own 
deficiencies as of urging duty upon others. Still, if I 
were expecting to leave Randolph for the West next 
Monday, I would go home today, but such is not my 


present intention. 
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I shall write on to Mr. Adams in New York that he 
need not be disappointed in not finding me there or in 
Boston to be in company with him on his return to Iowa. 

This you will receive on Saturday afternoon, so that 
of course you will not be expecting me home to preach 
on next Sabbath afternoon, as has been the expectation. 
It was not my intention to disappoint Dr. Hitchcock, and 
I presume that I shall still have the opportunity of 
preaching for him on the last Sabbath before my return. 
I have procrastinated the time of my leaving the East 
now for a number of weeks, and have changed the day 
of leaving on a number of occasions, and I hardly think 
it worth while at present to fix upon a time of starting. 
I shall not leave next week, however, and perhaps I 
may not go down to Randolph for a week or two. 

Please give my love to all the family. 

From your affectionate Son, 


Tipton, Nov. 27, 1845 

My dear Father: I suppose, whilst I am writing this, 
you are all sitting about the fire in the front parlour, 
and if it is as cold in Randolph as it is here, there will 
not be much danger of getting the room too warm. Ed- 
mund is at home from Andover, and Uncle Henry and 
Aunt Susan are up to enjoy Thanksgiving with you, and 
perhaps other friends are there. 

And it is Thanksgiving day here too, and just about 
as much like it, as anything else here is like anything 
it professes to have made its pattern in New England. 
There are a very few communities in Iowa, and here 
and there a solitary family “rari in gurgite recentes,” 
who know what Thanksgiving is. With such a family 
I board. We had something that looked a little like a 
Thanksgiving dinner, and this evening we intend to have 
at supper a plum cake which was made in the old Bay 
State, not a great ways from Boston itself, and was 
brought out by a Missionary of the A.H.M.S. a few 
weeks ago. If the weather had not been so cold this 
morning as to have prevented people from turning out 
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to meeting, I should have preached. As it is I have 
been in my room all day except to go out to take care 
of my horse. I have had a bad cold which I made 
worse a week ago by a ride to Bloomington and back. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gillett think I have had too a slight at- 
tack of the chills and fever. 

I was intending to have gone up to Rome—Dea. Ken- 
nedy’s— and the Wapsipinicon river last Sabbath, but 
did not think it prudent. I rather fear I shall not be 
able to drive about so much as I was intending, this 
winter, though I presume I shall be well enough in a 
day or two. The weather has been rough and cold for 
a few days. Previously it had been remarkably pleas- 
ant. 

Dec. 3 The cold weather has still continued. Ce- 
dar river has closed and is in a condition to be crossed 
by teams. I do not know that the Mississippi is yet 
closed, though it cannot remain open long. The streams 
and wells are all very low, and if this weather continues 
there will not be much sawing, or grinding this winter. 

Br. Reed has visited us & preached twice for me last 
Sabbath & I preached once. The people raised nearly 
$30 towards my support last year. He is now up in 
the Wapsipinicon region seeing to our affairs there, as 
he is agent of the A.H.M.S. in place of Rev. Asa Turner. 
I shall probably preach up on the Wapsipinicon next 
Sabbath. 

My box has arrived safely, and all the others I pre- 
sume. The church in Bloomington was dedicated last 
Sabbath, I suppose. Two weeks from next Sabbath 
there’s to be a dedication at Cascade, and a week after 
the beautiful house in Dubuque is to be dedicated. When 
there will be a dedication in Tipton, I do not know. We 
have a more comfortable place for worship than we had 
last winter. Next summer our court house will be fin- 
ished and we shall have a better place yet. If we had 
an efficient body of Christians here, this would be of 
more avail to us than anything else. But it is difficult 
to make an active church out of such materials as there 
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are here. Our people too throughout Iowa are poor in 
purse, and as long as I remain here we shall always 
be scattered in Cedar Co. so much as to render it diffi- 
cult to carry on our operations. Still I should be very 
unwilling to desert this field, for there is no more reason 
for abandoning this ground than there is for leaving 
many other places in Iowa, and in the West. 


My house is raised, or nearly so, all but the rafters. 
The materials are all ready for the outside, except that 
the sash for the windows, and the doors are not made, 
and if there is any mild weather as there probably will 
be, the house will be enclosed this winter, and it will 
be ready for plastering in the spring. 

I have a comfortable room and my outward circum- 
stances are much more favorable to a profitable and 
pleasant life than they have been heretofore. 

Dec. 4 Weather continues cold and rough, and it ap- 
pears so much iike a snow squall that I may be hindered 
from preaching this evening. I have an appointment 
about 3 miles from here. Mr. Reed returned last eve- 
ning. Our little church in Walnut Fork is in trouble. 
Mr. Kennedy and his brother-in-law have had a falling 
out, and how matters are to be settled I do not know. 
It has been very sickly in that region and Mr. Kennedy 
has lost two fine boys. I do not know how long we shall 
remain in peace in the Tipton church, but I fear not a 
great many months. The people here are so pressed 
down with poverty, and there is so much indolence and 
negligence amongst some and dishonesty among others 
that it is difficult to keep peace even in the church. The 
Methodists were obliged to break up their class at Wal- 
nut Fork last Spring. Br. Salter’s church have excom- 
municated the principal officer of the church a few 
Sabbaths ago. 

I have received the Congregational Almanack which 
you sent me. It is too late to put them in circulation 
this year, but next year I hope that Mr. Clark will get 
it out in season to send us on enough of a supply to put 
it in circulation throughout the Territory. I think Con- 
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gregationalism might be advanced here very much by 
such a movement. Our principles are in no danger of 
being abandoned or of losing ground by being made 
known in the community. 

I received your letter—and I presume all the papers 
you have sent. That it is a great trial to you all, es- 
pecially to you and mother to have me here I have no 
doubt—and that it is my duty, and consequently for the 
interest of us all in the end, to remain here seems 
equally certain. If we lived only for ourselves, and on- 
ly for this world this would not be so—but we live for 
a higher object than self and for time. 

Remember me to all the family. Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Dec. 29, 1845 

My dear parents: I was gratified this morning by re- 
ceiving two letters, one from Mary, and the other from 
Edmund, and both written the week after Thanksgiving. 
Since I last wrote home, I have received a letter from 
Father, and another from Mother and Sarah, and you 
may consider this an answer to them. I intend to write 
to Mary at Wenham, as I suppose she is there at the 
present time. 

I hope that Grandfather will continue to enjoy his 
usual health, although it is not strange that we are not 
so much shocked or surprised when we hear that severe 
illness has seized him, as when we hear the same news 
with respect to one younger. Sickness and fatal disease 
may be the portion assigned by Providence to the very 
one of our family circle who least expects it. How im- 
portant that all of the family should be prepared for 
death as well as life, for perhaps those with respect to 
whom the least solicitude is felt will be the very first 
ones to need the peculiar consolations and support of 
religion. If the names of all our family were written 
in the Lamb’s book of life, the new Year would be in- 
deed a happy new year to us. 

Dec. 30 It is a very fine morning here, a spring-like 
morning, and the weather mild. Yesterday was a sim- 
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commission and is now dependent entirely upon the 
people. 

I should think it would be advisable to send another 
library. Still perhaps it would be better to wait till we 
know more of the past state. of things and the prospect 
of things at Albany. 

I see that Mr. Peet has had his spirit stirred up to 
write for the Puritan. It is a pity that there should be 
any strife among brethren. Still I know that Congrega- 
tionalism has not had justice done it. But it would have 
been better for the ism, if 50 yars ago when New York 
was settled & Ohio, matters had been managed rightly. 
A great part of this N.S. influence would then have been 
with Congregationalism. There is another view of the 
subject to be taken too. I know that there are some 
and a great many Congregationalists in N.S. churches, 
but there is here & there a Pres. in a Cong. church. 
Look here in Tipton. There is a Cong. church of 18 
members, 12 of whom cannot by any stretch of the 
imagination be reckoned as previously Congregational- 
ists. Most of them were O.S. Pres. and none of them 
can be suspected of having one drop of New England 
blood in their veins, more than their minister can of 
having African blood in his. Of the other 6, only 2 came 
directly from a Cong. church & they are from Pa. Of 
the other 4, 3 are New Englanders, and the other is an 
“Ohio Yankee,” from Conn., I think, or perhaps only 
her parents were. Now my case is a strong one, but 
there are undoubtedly some in the Ty. that bear a re- 
semblance to it, and perhaps such facts would be strong 
ones for a Pres. paper. 

The month of Jan. has been a mild one, with some 
little snow occasionally. But we have not had any 
sleighing to be depended upon. The streams and springs 
are still low, and I intend to have a well dug before 
the ground thaws out. 

I spoke about the wind power in my last I believe. 
There is a windmill in S. Boston just after you come 
out over the bridge which I wish I had examined when 
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I was East. I want to know the construction of a wheel 
to be turned by the wind, & having the shaft running 
down through the center of the mill. And the expense 
with such a wheel of running a pair of burrs, 4 feet 
across I should like to know. I do not expect to engage 
in windmill operations myself, nor busy myself unnec- 
essarily in worldly operations, but still I like to under- 
stand what would be of benefit here. Augustus & Uncle 
Henry might either of them obtain & give information 
on such a subject as well as yourself. Perhaps too there 
are works or information published on such a subject. 
The old fashioned windmills are easily understood, but 
I think one on the other principle would be the best for 
flouring operations. There was a saw mill on the road 
between Bloomington & Iowa City, which was worked 
by sails, but it was burnt down the other night. 

Jan. 28 Had spare rib for dinner today & Mr. Gillet 
bought 5 of them yesterday for 13 cents—this will show 
you how much danger there is of our starving here. 

You spoke in one of your letters about the Iowa 
churches sending out a missionary to Oregon. I sup- 
pose we all endeavor to cultivate the missionary spirit 
& obtain funds for the A.H.M.S. And if that body should 
see fit to send a man or more to Oregon, we should be 
doing our part towards it. If you mean that we ought 
to send somebody from Iowa, there are probably those 
here that would be willing to go, if it should be duty. 
But if you mean that we ought as an Association to bear 
the expense of the undertaking of sending someone 
there, through the A.H.M.S. just on the same principle 
as Mr. Robbin is supported here, & devote our funds, 
given to A.H.M.S., to this purpose, I presume we could 
support someone there, I do not know how much is gen- 
erally, or yearly contributed from Iowa, but I see $100 
acknowledged from Iowa the present month. Still after 
all it would be a real effort to raise the amount. I know 
that children ought to be generous with their little 
amounts & put their cents into the contribution box 
when their parents have provided them with the money 
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for the purpose. If Iowa should send a missionary to 
Oregon, it would look very much like acting on this prin- 
ciple. As a general thing I believe it is best for the 
A.H.M.S. to select the fields for the missionaries. 


I intend to go up to the church at Rome tomorrow, 
or next day, & preach there & above. I shall try to 
rectify matters there which are in a very bad state, but 
I very much fear that the only course will be to dis- 
band the church. It is impossible to discipline any 
member & unless there is a spirit of repentance, the 
church must be disorganized. Perhaps some of the 
members may come into another church that may be 
organized above the present location of the church. If 
the church was Presbyterian, it would be no better, ex- 
cept that the matter might be carried up to a higher 
court & then I do not know that matters would be 
bettered any. 


I hope to hear that all are well both at Wenham & 
Randolph. Remember me to all the family & friends. 
Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, March 4, 1846 

My dear Father: Your letter with Edmund’s note en- 
closed was duly received, and I am happy to inform 
you that I am in good health with the exception of the 
remnants of a cold of which I have nearly recovered. 
About a fortnight ago we had a sudden change in the 
weather to severe cold so great that our smaller streams 
closed, and this change brought on colds. The weather 
is now spring like. 


I have been recently to Burlington to see Br. Hutchin- 
son, probably for the last time, as he is apparently in 
the last stages of consumption, and his strength is daily 
failing. It is sad to feel that we must part with him 
and his loss will not be easily repaired or his post of 
usefulness occupied. Br. Salter is now there, preaching 
as a candidate, I suppose. Father Turner has been quite 
sick though better now, and will not probably remain 
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in this world to labor as he has done a great many years 
longer. I preached for him Sabbath before last. 


My house is progressing towards completion, and I 
am fencing in my land, and hope to get settled after a 
while. Mrs. Gillett does not enjoy good health, and I 
know that my presence is a burden here though I am 
absent a good deal of the time. 

I received a commission from the A.H.M.S. last week 
to the amount of $328. My people I hope will make 
up the amount to $400.00. I will give you the more im- 
portant parts of my report which goes on in the same 


mail with this letter: 

During the past quarter my time has been fully occupied 

in preaching in the destitute settlements in Cedar Co. and in 
Jones Co. along the Wapsipinicon river. The population is so 
scattered as to require an itinerating life of the minister of 
the gospel at present, and to a considerable extent for some 
years to come. There ought to be someone stationed in the 
Southern part of Jones Co. and in that case I should be at 
liberty to confine myself to my own County. The little church 
at Rome is in a sad condition at present, and I fear must 
soon be disbanded. It is very difficult to prevent the entrance 
into a new church of some individuals whose lives are no hon- 
or to religion, and where preaching is only maintained a part 
of the time, and the standard of morality is low in the com- 
munity, there are many influences at work to draw a Chris- 
tian aside from duty and lead him into positive sin. 
I proceeded to state that I think it more doubtful as 
to our success in Iowa than in Wisconsin—perhaps the 
Methodist Brethren will do better than we can—that I 
regard my work still as an experiment, though there is 
no more reason for abandoning my field than many 
others. 

I cannot say that I have seen any evidence of the special 
presence of the Holy Spirit in any of my congregations during 


the past winter. 

The attendance upon preaching is uniformly good, and in 
some neighborhoods the congregations are as large as could 
be reasonably expected and appear to be interested in 
preaching. 

One member of the church was removed by death last fall. 

We continue to sustain the Temperance movement, and last 
Sabbath evening a new Society of 18 members was organized 


596 ANNALS OF IOWA 


at Fairview on the ‘military road’? in Jones Co. A number 
of addresses were made. Our meeting was held in a house 
by no means a stranger to the presence and influence of whis- 
key, and during the evening the owner of the house sat near 
the speaker redolent with the fumes of his favorite beverage 
and surrounding us with its atmosphere. 

One of the speakers was Dr. Matson recently from 
N.Y. formerly from Vermont, who read his lecture—an 
old one. He appears to be a scientific man. I preached 
at his house last Sabbath & stayed over night there. 
He is not a professor. 

March 5 I have just finished—or so nearly so that is 
safe against the spring rains—walling up my well. It 
is about 20 ft. deep with abundance of water— and a 
number of about this depth have been dug lately—and 
the water is said to be soft. We are in ordinary sea- 
sons able to go only 16 ft. if so deep. 

Give my love to all the family. 

Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Cedar County, April 28, 1846 

My dear Father: I received your letter with Anne’s 
note last week. I have been absent from home a good 
deal of the time since I last wrote, and have enjoyed 
very good health. I can sympathize a little, however 
strange it may seem, with you in respect to rheumatic 
pains, as I have something of the kind occasionally my- 
self. We have had a good deal of wet weather recently, 
sufficient to raise the streams and springs somewhat. 
The ice went out at low water and we have had no such 
freshets as those on the Merrimac, etc. 

There has been nothing of peculiar interest during the 
past three months in religious things. We had a pleas- 
ant communion season a few weeks ago. The Northern 
Association meets in this place for the first time, next 
week, and I hope good will be the result to our people 
here. 

My house is nearly ready for plastering, and will be 
completed in a few weeks. I intend to room there, and 
keep my horse there and probably for a time board here 
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at Mr. Gilletts. Mrs. Gillett now has help and if she 
should continue to have, I may board here. I shall not 
try to get a family to come into my house, to board 
with them, unless I find one of the right kind, which it 
is not very easy to do. 

I unfortunately foundered my horse last night and 
have been applying remedies all day. It is a young 
horse which I have had but a short time. I had a very 
good animal which I purchased in Milwaukee, but she 
became so scary and wild that I could not drive her 
with any safety. She jumped once and turned me out 
of the buggy and injured it considerably, though I es- 
caped. It is not a very easy matter to get a good horse 
here. The stock is not very good, and the horses are 
not well broken when young, and are worked too early. 
Like their owners they become old when young. 

April 29 We are having a real old fashioned North 
East storm yesterday and today. I am not obliged to 
be out in it, but shall endeavor to prepare for the next 
Sabbath during the remainder of the week. We shall 
soon have the Court House finished. We shall have the 
meeting of the Association there, though perhaps not in 
the Court room. Our General Association meets 4 weeks 
after the Northern Association, the first Thursday in 
June, at Dubuque. Some of the Iowa ministers will be 
at the meeting at Michigan City. I understand that Mr. 
Davis of Westfield intends to be there, and with Mr. 
Chadwick will probably be at Tipton this summer. I 
hope there will be a good delegation, at the great meet- 
ing of Congregationalists from New England. 

April 30 Perhaps you do not know the church and 
Society in Burlington have given an unanimous call to 
Mr. Salter to become their pastor. He has accepted the 
call and commenced the duties of his office. It will be 
a hard field for him. He has some peculiar qualifica- 
tions for the place, but by and by his powers will be 
severely taxed. It will be no easy matter to make Br. 
Hutchinson’s place good, for he was more than an or- 
dinary man both in intellectual endowments and in piety. 
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I hope you will become acquainted with Br. Salter 
when he is on East in July & August. There is a Dea. 
Field of Rev. Asa Turner’s church going on; he has 
probably started—he has a brother in Abington in Mr. 
Pierce’s society I rather think. I hope you will see him 
& his wife. Perhaps he will exchange places with his 
brother. 

Please remember me to all the family. 

Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, July 1, 1846 

My dear Father: Your letter, mailed the Ist of last 
month, was received last week. I suspected that I was 
acquainted with the author of the article you referred 
to in a later No. of the Puritan, as soon as I saw it, 
which was 3 weeks ago. It bears strong internal evi- 
dence of its authorship. I think the ministers referred 
to need such a prescription and I hope those concerned 
will profit by it. I know that there is a deficiency in 
the piety of ministers, and also that the life of many 
in the Seminary is not favorable to an advance in per- 
sonal holiness, or to success in after life. Perhaps the 
churches should bear some of the responsibility for this. 
One thing is certain, they and Eastern ministers are re- 
sponsible for sending out here so many inefficient and 
often inconsistent professors as they do. This is one of 
our serious obstacles in the advancement of religion. 

Last Sabbath the church at Walnut Fork was disband- 
ed, on account of so much iniquity, as there is in the 
church. I think the step taken was a wise, though pain- 
ful one. I do not feel altogether to blame for the for- 
mation of the church, and believe I can do more good 
by preaching to that community than I could before the 
breaking up of the church. 

The meeting of the General Association in Dubuque 
was fully attended, and was extremely interesting, and 
profitable. Foreign and Home Missionary meetings were 
held in connection. The claims of the S. School cause 
—A.S.S.U. and of the Tract cause were presented by 
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the Agents of the respective bodies. Congregationalism 
is steadily advancing in Iowa. I wish I could add that 
there is a good degree of spirituality in our churches, 
and that we have been making encroachments upon the 
world. But we have not that spirit of devotion, and 
zeal, which we ought to possess. 

The week following the College Association met in 
Davenport, composed of Cong. & N.S. Pres. The col- 
lege was located there. A board of 12 Trustees was 
elected, myself among others. An ex. com. was ap- 
pointed, composed of Bros. Reed & Robbins & myself. 
$1500 have been subscribed in Davenport. We wish to 
raise what we can among our personal friends. I trust 
mine will do something. I think the College Association 
at the East will not disapprove of personal friends do- 
ing something. We shall come under their patronage. 
We have secured some ground without expense, and 
hope soon to get all we wish for, but may be somewhat 
delayed, as there are several owners. 

We wish to erect some kind of a building and com- 
mence with an institution which shall grow into a col- 
lege as soon as possible. I wish you would write what 
you think about the course taken, and endeavor to fur- 
ther the cause as much as possible. The Catholics a 
few Sabbaths ago layed the foundation stone of a Col- 
lege at Sinsinawa Mound right opposite Dubuque. Can- 
nons were fired, martial music played, and the Judge 
of this District was present, and countenanced the whole 
proceedings. I have no doubt but that it is time for us 
to be laying the foundations of a College in Iowa. I 
think that we are not beginning too soon. The location 
too on many accounts is a very desirable one. 

I was present during only a part of the time of the 
meeting of the Gen. Association. I left on Saturday, 
and preached at the request of Bro. Stevens of Platte- 
ville for him at New Diggings. He had exchanged and 
was to have preached at the latter place. Bro. Lewis 
who is located at New Diggings is from Walpole, and 
came out the same fall I did. His mother and sister 
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came out last fall. His mother says she recollects see- 
ing you in Sharon, the winter of 1843, and conversing 
with you in respect to the West. I became acquainted 
with the family last fall during an excursion I made to 
Wisconsin. It seemed a good deal like going East to be 
in a family from so near home, and I did not succeed 
in getting down to the Davenport meeting, so that my 
newly acquired honors came rather unexpectedly upon 
me. However, there is more labor than honor to be 
borne by a Trustee of an unincorporated, unbuilt West- 
ern College without funds. 


We had an agreeable visit from Rev. E. Davis & Dea. 
Chadwick of Westfield a few days ago. Mr. Davis 
preached a week ago last Sabbath in Bloomington. Mr. 
Chadwick stayed in this region a week or two. Mr. Da- 
vis in Tipton only one night. 


You mentioned about sending on $100 soon. I shall 
soon have to pay my workmen as my house is nearly 
finished. I gave Mr. Chadwick a draft on you for $100 
which you will receive in a few days & Mr. Gillett pays 
me over the $100 here. This is I presume the most con- 
venient way for me to receive the money, & the most 
convenient for all, unless it may be otherwise for your- 
self. I wish I could have notified you sooner. It will 
be, however, some 2 or 3 weeks before it will be called 
for, and I presume it will not be difficult for you to meet 
the draft. I thought it would be a good plan to improve 
the opportunity of the Chadwicks being here. 


I hope that I shall meet all my obligations without 
difficulty. As soon as I get matters all settled up, I 
will let you know the expense of the house, etc. 

Your aff. Son, 
Tipton, July 27, 1846 

My dear parents: Mother’s letter duly arrived, but 
for some reason or other, Father’s has only just arrived, 
whilst Edmund’s written and mailed subsequently to it, 
came here I suppose a week ago. I received it last 


THE EBENEZER ALDEN, JR., LETTERS 601 


Saturday on my return home from Wisconsin, where I 
preached a week ago last Sabbath—yesterday. 

Edmund has given you a broader hint than I was ex- 
pecting he would, as to my excursion into Wisconsin a 
few weeks ago. If I had known what I do now, he would 
not have given, or received any hint at all. I presumed, 
however, that from some source you would hear about 
my visits to Wisconsin, and I thought I would prepare 
the way for further news. There is no further news to 
be communicated. I went up to Wisconsin, preached 
for Br. Lewis who has gone to Ohio on a visit, and came 
back. There is nothing to call me that way again. I 
shall endeavor to make no premature announcements 
after this. 

I am happy to say that my health is now quite good, 
with the exception of a cold from which I have nearly 
recovered. About a fortnight ago the weather was ex- 
tremely warm—the week after the 4th. I thought I 
would take off my flannel shirt, but I caught a severe 
cold by doing so, & for a week you would have thought 
Edmund was about. I was, I presume, threatened with 
a fever, but took a dose of calomel—l4 grains—& cas- 
tor oil and became well, enough to go a two days’ jour- 
ney and back. I mention this so that you need have 
no unnecessary anxiety in respect to me, for I do not 
think there is any occasion for it. I put on my flannel 
after one day. You need not fear that I shall be care- 
less and expose myself unnecessarily. The Lord has 
watched over me thus far, and kept me amid so many 
dangers that I am convinced He has some wise design 
in continuing me here. 

My house is now plastered, and for the sake of ac- 
commodating Mr. Gillett’s family, I sleep there, though 
I have not moved there. The plastering has been on 
so long that I do not suppose there is any danger in 
doing so. There is one coat of paint to be put on the 
inside, and some little things to do and then the house 
will be finished. I shall be careful about sleeping there 
whilst the paint is drying. I shall not expose myself. 
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I shall try to settle up for the house before long—and 
know how much it has cost me. 

There is nothing encouraging in the religious state of 
things. I have had some difficulty with the Methodists, 
in which I do not find anything to reproach myself with. 
Next Sabbath I shall preach a Home Missionary ser- 
mon and take up a collection. 

July 30 I suppose Father has my letter relative to 
the $100.00 and perhaps a letter from Mr. Chadwick be- 
fore this. I have great reason to be grateful to him for 
building me a house, & so comfortable a one too. Still 
if I had not begun to build before I went East, I should 
not have commenced since, though if I stay here the 
step seems necessary—and undoubtedly I ought to re- 
main here. 

I attended the funeral of a child yesterday 14 miles 
off. The family had just arrived from Canada. There 
are a great many scenes of distress which I am called 
to witness here. 

Please give my love to all. 

Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Aug. 29, 1846 

My Dear Father: Your letter of the first of the month 
arrived the present week, and you wiil not be surprised 
to learn that I have had an attack of the chills and fe- 
ver. I was taken sick a week ago this evening, Satur- 
day, & have not left Mr. Gillett’s premises from Sab- 
bath noon until yesterday & then only for a little dis- 
tance. The disease is now broken up, but it will take 
me some time to get strong again. Mr. & Mrs. Gillett 
have taken good care of me and I have reason to be 
grateful that I was sick here instead of in some miser- 
able cabin. 

I did not preach last Sabbath & I fear I shall not be 
able to do anything except about home through next 
month. The fevers were the worst part of the sickness. 
I had two rather hard chills and shook some, but did 
not have the proper “shaking ague.” By taking care 
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of myself, & using quinine I hope I shall keep off the 
chills. Quinine broke them up, though I had taken cal- 
omel & other things before. 


There is a great deal of sickness in the groves. % of 
the population are sick at least. In Tipton there have 
been two deaths of infants and besides about 8 cases 
of bilious fever along from time to time this summer, 
only one very severe, all nearly well now. 120 inhabi- 
tants—a very marked contrast to the county around. 
The sickness is not fatal this year as a general thing 
& easily managed if taken in season. 


My house cost $775.00 
Well & land 75.00 


The whole will cost $850.00 when paid for. 


My next quarter’s appropriation & what is in Mr. Gil- 
lett’s hand will pay all up but about $30.00 & I have my 
board for this year to pay for. I expected $700 would 
be the outside of the cost of the house, but I have 
guessed nearer than others that have built houses here. 
A good business man would have put my house up for 
$100 less than I did. I do not think he would have saved 
much more. I do not know what I shall do with it. If 
I could get a good family to occupy it so as to board 
out the rent a few months I think I should do it. 


As to the Davenport College, I have a good deal of 
doubt about acting in the matter at present, & so has 
Br. Holbrook. Whether anybody else feels so or not I 
do not know. 


I hope Edmund will not throw away next year. I 
think as he does about remaining in Andover. If he 
gains any knowledge of Theology he will have to acquire 
it by himself in his room & not in the lecture room. I 
respect Dr. Woods as much as I can a man who defends 
truth in the way he does, & is so uninteresting in his 
manner, but I do not think his instructions ever did me 
much good. I should advise Edmund of the three 
courses to go to Auburn. Mr. Jackson of the West Par- 
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ish is about the best man for a private instructor that 
I am acquainted with. 
I know how to sympathize with Br. Salter & I hope 
that he & Mrs. Salter will soon be at Randolph. 
| Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Sept. 26, 1846 

My Dear Parents: Each of your letters was duly re- 
ceived. That I have occasioned you since I last wrote 
a great deal of solicitude I am aware and I wish it were 
otherwise. Not that I regret having been sick. In a 
moral point of view I rejoice, & if I were humbled and 
holy as I ought to be I should not expect any more sick- 
ness at present. If I infer what is to be from my spir- 
itual condition, I shall have to suffer much more, and 
though I do not desire sickness for its own sake, yet if 
it can be the instrument of promoting holiness we should 
rejoice when God sends it upon us. 

I have preached only twice for the last 5 Sabbaths. 
I have had another attack of the intermittent fever 
though in a different manner from the first, more in the 
form of bilious colic or cholera morbus, which was 
broken up after 3 or 4 days. I shall only try to preach 
once tomorrow in Tipton and once on the Sabbath after, 
here also, and by that time I hope my danger will be 
over for this fall. 

I sleep in my house ordinarily but when I am sick I 
stay at Mr. Gillett’s all the time. I have changed my 
boarding place and am now with a brother of the first 
Mr. Gillett. The lady where I board now is entirely 
different woman from the one where I have been till 
the Ist of Sept. I left my old place because their hired 
girl left. I should have left last spring had they not ob- 
tained a hired girl. I desire to be thankful for this 
change in my boarding place just at the present time. 
I have had a very good place in many respects till late- 
ly, but still in some respects not a very good place, es- 
pecially for a person’s spirits. I am now, for the time 
being very well fixed, though one young man of the 
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family, a brother of Mrs. Gillett, has had the bilious 
or remittent fever and is still weak, & Mrs. Gillett is a 
good deal worn down by care. Still she looks on the 
bright side of things and tries to make other people hap- 
py as well as herself. So that I have one reason to 
be very thankful. 


I have let a part of my house till the first of Nov. 
So that if suddenly taken sick I can call some one up. 


What course I shall take after a few weeks I do not 
know. Neither am I solicitous upon the point, though 
I am as near being up in a corner as I well can be. I 
shall either occupy my house myself or let it and board 
with the family for the rent, if I can find one, if I re- 
main in Tipton. The first supposition you think improb- 
able, and in regard to the second it is doubtful whether 
I can find the right kind of a family to board with. If 
I should have any more attacks of ague I should think 
seriously of starting East, as soon as it is a little cold- 
er. But then my place is in Iowa, & my whole course 
of life must be changed if I leave, & if I leave for the 
winter it will be very doubtful whether I ever come back 
to remain. I fear that we shall all regret it ultimately 
if I leave Iowa and return East on account of the giants 
there are here. It would not be very pleasant to have 
a grasshopper for a son or near relative. I am not yet 
prepared to assume the character of that insect. Still 
I shall make some movement, in fact I shall be obliged 
to very soon, in some direction, & whether it will be 
East or West, North or South, is more than I can tell. 

Sept. 28 I preached once yesterday, as I anticipated, 
to a small congregation. The Methodist minister has 
been sick lately as well as myself, and the people did 
not expect a meeting. We shall have to take a new 
start. I have not had another attack, & I hope now if 
I can keep along one week more to be well for the rest 
of the fall and winter. If you should not hear from me 
again in a few days you may presume that I am well. 

Sept. 29 The mail is in from the East and it brought 
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me a letter from A. Mann and a paper—Puritan—mailed 
from Wenham. But I must close. 
Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Nov. 24, 1846 

My Dear Father: I received your letter a week ago, 
and am happy to hear that Grandfather is comfortable, 
and that none of the family are prostrated with sick- 
ness. My own health is now good and I have had no 
attack of sickness since I last wrote. Exposure has had 
something to do with making me sick. Boarding in dif- 
ferent families, and eating habitually kinds of food 
which I should not have eaten had I been my own mas- 
ter have had a greater tendency to derange my system. 
Still my constitution is not broken, or seriously impaired. 
If I should become a dyspeptic, or a broken down in- 
valid in the course of a few years in consequence of my 
3 years residence in Iowa, I could not conscientiously 
attribute all of the result to the climate in Iowa. A res- 
idence in Massachusetts in similar circumstances would 
have been attended with similar results. There is no 
more reason why I should return East on account of 
sickness than there is in respect to many other Western 
ministers. Neither is there any reason for my leaving 
Tipton which will not apply to many other cases in Iowa 
in respect to the removal of ministers. 


There is a movement on foot which, if it shall be car- 
ried through, may affect me seriously both personally 
& in respect to the prospects of the church. An effort 
is being made to divide up several Northern Counties 
of Iowa and the result will be that, if Cedar Co. loses 
her Northern townships, there will be an effort to re- 
move the County Seat from Tipton to Rochester which 
will probably be successful. This would seriously injure 
the prosperity of this place which is now improving. 
Next week the Legislature meets and though strenuous 
efforts will be made to carry the division project through, 
I think the measure will be defeated. If so no danger 
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need ever be apprehended in respect to the removal of 
the County Seat. 

Yesterday morning we had the first fall of snow that 
we have had of any consequence. Perhaps there is an 
inch of snow on the ground. We had twice before snow 
squalls. 

Next Thursday is Thanksgiving day in Iowa. I have 
a Thanksgiving sermon written and ready for the occa- 
sion. The same day is observed quite generally in the 
various states. 

Dec. 1 I spent Thanksgiving in Bloomington. I 
preached the first Thanksgiving sermon ever preached 
there. Two years ago I preached the first Thanksgiv- 
ing sermon in Tipton. I had a very pleasant time, & 
trust that you all did, at home. 

I returned home on Saturday. College matters are 
becoming critical. The land can only be obtained upon 
condition of expending upon it & in buildings $1500.00 
within 18 months. $400.00 are necessary to purchase a 
portion of the site. A part of this site has been donated. 
$1500.00 have been raised in Davenport, but it is doubt- 
ful whether the Trustees will locate the college there 
unless the $400.00 be also raised. Then there is the en- 
cumbrance of the $1500.00. A meeting of the Trustees 
is to be held upon Dec. 30, which will decide the loca- 
tion and probably the feasibility of at present erecting 
the college. We have heard that you told Br. Spauld- 
ing that you could get $500.00 for the College. Is this so? 

The family in my house appear well so far. Board 
is simple, but in neat order, & bread good. The people 
are from Ohio. I think that in about 6 months I shall 
be able to pay off what I owe upon the house. 

I wish the same periodicals continued, as have hith- 
erto been sent. 


Remember me to all the family. 
Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Jan. 30, 1847 
My dear Father: I have just returned from Denmark 
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whither I went to attend a meeting of the “Iowa Col- 
lege” Association. It has been determined to go on with 
the project of locating a college at Davenport, unless 
something unfavorable should occur which we do not 
now foresee. As a member of the Ex. Com. quite a re- 
sponsibility rests upon my shoulders. We think of im- 
mediately putting up a building which for a few years 
can be used by the preparatory department, but even- 
tually will be employed as a chapel. 

The expense of enclosing this building is not to be 
more than $2,000. About $1,800 are subscribed in 
Davenport, and the greater portion of the land neces- 
sary donated—by Catholics. The site proposed is just 
below the court house—buildings to stand on the edge 
of the bluff. We wish to secure something more than 
the amount above stated—from our personal friends as 
far as it is not obtained in Davenport. Mr. Spaulding 
stated that you told him that you had secured for the 
College either $300 or $500. We shall need this in the 
course of a few months. 

We shall soon endeavor to secure a charter for the 
college. This is already drafted and approved of by the 
Association. I am aware that we are undertaking a 
great enterprize, but still it seems to be thought desir- 
able here to go on with it. Three good colleges, Jack- 
sonville, Galesburgh & Beloit are already in full or par- 
tial operation in and on the borders of Illinois. But 
many think there should be an institution with which we 
can sympathize on this side of the Mississippi and on 
its banks. I have always had some doubts as to the 
expediency of at present engaging in such an enterprize, 
but either the plan of founding an Iowa College ought 
for many years to be suspended, or the present plan 
carried out. 

We have now had excellent sleighing since the 1st of 
Jan. The thermometer has been as low as 11 below O. 
Below the Iowa river there is not snow enough for 
sleighing, and the roads are rough. I have used my 
buggy all the month. 
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I stayed at Dea. Fields while at Denmark, which was 
very pleasant to me, as I had a shake while there and 
good care taken of me. But as it was brought on by 
exposure to severe weather it is not to be regarded in 
a very serious light. 


I preached for Br. Salter last Sabbath. He has a fine 
new church with a fine bell. But he finds himself in a 
hard field. Dea. Mackintire and his wife are coming on 
in the spring to stay in Iowa for a time. Perhaps you 
will come with them, and be in Burlington in June at 
the Gen. Association. I hope to see you in Iowa, but 
still I have always hoped to be so situated as to make 
your visit a pleasant one when you do come, so that I 
do not urge you to come as strenuously as I should in 
other circumstances. 

Br. E. Adams is to be installed over the church in 
Davenport next week. I am on the council, and intend 
to be present. I was down there at a donation party 
on the Ist of Jan. and we passed a very pleasant eve- 
ning. I received your letter of Nov. 27. 


Remember me to all the family. I am in good health 


and spirits. 
Your aff. Son, 


Tipton, Feb. 12, 1847 

My dear Father: I had expected to pay up my debts 
without drawing upon my shares in the railroad stock. 
But the other day I was obliged to settle up my bill 
with the carpenter. To do this I became indebted to 
Mr. Gillett. The other day I received a draft of about 
$80.00 which pays me up for last year till Nov. 1, 1846. 

I have not yet received a commission for this year, 
though I did not last year till after this time. When I do 
receive it, it may be that my quarterly receipts will be 
delayed. I now owe Mr. Gillett a little over $70.00 which 
must be paid by the 1st of April. This being so I have 
thought it best to write to you to forward me a draft 
for $75.00 as soon as possible. You have the power of 
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attorney in your hands and can obtain one of my shares 
& the balance over $75.00 I prefer should be in your 
hands, rather than here. After paying Mr. Gillett I owe 
only for washing which is a small amount & the plas- 
terer of my house. This debt is $78.00. You see that 
my next 2 quarterly receipts from the AH.MS. will 
cover my debts and enable me to replace the $75.00. If 
it were not for the fact that there is danger that if I 
depend on the A.H.M.S. I may not:be able to meet Mr. 
Gillett’s demand by the 1st of April I would not take 
the course I do. As to the plasterer, I have given him 
my note, and there is no immediate necessity for tak- 
ing it up. 

I have received the first No. of the Observatory. Ti 
I do not return it I shall be considered a subscriber. I 
think it will fill up a gap in my reading which is not 
now supplied & I should like to have you pay the sub- 
scription for me. 

Your letter of Dec. 30 has been received. I do not 
doubt that the fault of the delay of my letter was in the 
office here. We have now rather a thick headed post- 
master, so that you need not feel solicitous if you should 
occasionally fail to hear from me at the proper time. 

Answers to questions in your last—no deaths in the 
church or additions the past year. There are 5 individ- 
uals now in Tipton professors of religion who will at 
the next communion unite with the church probably. I 
have the letters of 3. They have all moved in within 
a year and a half. 

Population of the county gradually and steadily in- 
creasing. Tipton when I came here numbered 75. In 
one year 84—in 2, 106—now 140 or upwards. One store 
ever since I have been here—an apothecaries shop 
opened the past year, a new store soon to be opened, 
7 buildings, 6 houses & a school house put up the past 
year. 6 or 8 families from N.E. & N.Y. 

I have written some sermons the past year—have 
preached in Tipton considerably with notes. 

Bathing system kept up. Do not know whether I am 
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balder than when in Randolph or not. Have enjoyed ex- 
cellent health since I recovered from the ague. The 
last turn in Denmark does not seem to have injured me. 
Blood however at present appears to be out of order. 
This was the case 2 years ago. I presume that if you 
should ask any of my acquaintances here they would 
not consider me a prey to melancholy. 

My sickness I trust has done me good. I am not what 
I should be. Still I have a desire to be holy, perfectly 
so, & I could not persuade myself that it would be duty 
for me to be at any other post than my present one. 

Your aff. Son, 


The President Hoover 


The steamship Panama, recently acquired by Amer- 
ican President Lines, has been rechristened the Presi- 
dent Hoover before starting her maiden trans-Pacific 
voyage under private ownership on February 11 last. 

This action was announced in January by George 
Killion, head of the line, on receipt of a letter from for- 
mer President Herbert Hoover, who was wintering at 
Key Largo, Florida. The vessel was bought in Decem- 
ber from the Federal Government with a high bid of 
$5,704,000. It has been used primarily to carry govern- 
ment employes between New York and the Panama 
Canal Zone. 

Mr. Killion said the President Hoover, with first-class 
accommodations for more than 200 passengers, would 
operate on a regular schedule from San Francisco to 
Yokohama, Manila, Hong Kong, Kobe and back. 

Her schedule, he said, would be integrated with those 
of the President Cleveland and President Wilson to pro- 
vide more frequent sailings in the trans-Pacific business 
and “meet the increasing demands for passenger and 


shipper service.” 
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Jessie Lincoln Studied in lowa 


In an old scrapbook which the Illinois Historical Li- 
brary received recently from Miss Mabel S. Fisher of 
Illiopolis is pasted this tiny item of interest to Lincoln 
students: 

Miss Jessie Harlan Lincoln, the daughter of Robert T. Lin- 
coln, American minister to England, has entered the Iowa 
Wesleyan university in Mount Pleasant, Iowa, and will take 
the classical course. 

No date or source is attached to this clipping, but the 
item is probably news to most Lincoln scholars. 


Robert Todd Lincoln’s wife was the former Mary 
Harlan, daughter of James Harlan, U. S. senator from 
Iowa during Lincoln’s first term. The senator was a 
loyal supporter of Lincoln’s policies and a good friend 
of the president. At the beginning of Abraham Lin- 
coln’s second term Harlan became secretary of the in- 
terior. He had been president of Iowa Wesleyan at 
Mount Pleasant from 1853 to 1855. 


The Robert Todd Lincolns had three children: Mary 
(1869-1938) who became Mrs. Charles Isham; Abraham 
II “Jack” (1873-1890) and Jessie (1875-1948). Jessie 
who took “the classical course’ at Iowa Wesleyan ac- 
cording to this clipping, eloped with Warren Beckwith 
in 1897. Beckwith was on the Iowa Wesleyan football 
team. 


Jessie’s parents did not approve of this marriage, but 
it lasted for ten years and the Beckwiths had two chil- 
dren, Mary Lincoln Beckwith and Robert Lincoln Beck- 
with, both living. One other direct descendant of Abra- 
ham Lincoln is still living, Lincoln Isham, the son of 


Mary Lincoln and Charles Isham.—lllinois Journal of 
History. 


Iowa’s Notable Dead... 


FRANK Epwarp Horacx, political scientist and professor 
emeritus at the State University of Iowa, died at Iowa City, 
Iowa, November 21, 1956; born at Belle Plaine, Iowa, June 8, 
1873; son of Frank J. and Katharyn Mosnat Horack; was 
graduated from the Iowa City high school and was an 1897 
graduate of State University of Iowa, receiving a bachelor of 
philosophy degree; took his doctorate in philosophy at the 
University of Pennsylvania as a Harrison Fellow in 1901-1902; 
married September 6, 1905, to the former Grace Collins; was 
appointed an instructor in political science at the University 
of Iowa in 1902, became an associate professor in 1906 and a 
professor in 1915; was the author of numerous political science 
papers and books, including ‘‘The Government of Iowa’’ in 
1911 and ‘‘The Organization and Control of Industrial Corpor- 
ations”; also was a joint author of a three-volume work en- 
titled “Iowa Applied History Series”; was a member of the 
American Political Science Association, the Southwestern Po- 
litical Science Association and of the commission of the 
American Political Science Association which issued a report 
on the teachings of government in 1916; for 13 years was sec- 
retary of the State Historical Society of Iowa; altogether had 
been a State University of Iowa faculty member 41 years, 
retiring in 1943; was primarily interested in American govern- 
ment and had published many articles on municipal and gov- 
ernmental organization and operation; a member of the Uni- 
tarian church, Democratic party, Rotary and Triangle clubs; 
surviving are the widow and a son, Dr. Frank E. Horack, Jr., 
professor of law at Indiana University. 


Grover Cooper HussBeti, financier and civic leader, died in 
Des Moines, Iowa, December 9, 1956; born in same city where 
he lived his entire life, February 3, 1883, youngest of three 
children of Frederick Marion and Fanny Cooper Hubbell, the 
father upon his death on November 11, 1930 reputed to be the 
wealthiest man in Iowa history; grew up as a youth at Ter- 
race Hill, the Hubbell mansion on West Grand avenue in Des 
Moines, owned by the father and the estate since 1884; at- 
tended Des Moines public schools; Culver Military academy, 
Lawrenceville (N.J.) prep school and Yale university, where 
he was graduated with a civil engineering degree; engaged 
in the real estate business with his father and brother; mar- 
ried September 27, 1905, to Anna Godfrey of Des Moines, 
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daughter of Col. George L. Godfrey, a Des Moines pioneer; 
continuing active in business, was a trustee of the Hubbell 
estate, vice-president of the Equitable Life Insurance Co., 
treasurer of the Hubbell Realty Co., treasurer of the F. M. 
Hubbell, Son & Company; Inc., secretary-treasurer and direct- 
or of Hubbell, Inc., director of the Hubbell Building Co., vice- 
president and director of the Des Moines Western Railway 
Co., vice-president and director of the Des Moines Terminal 
Co., vice-president and director of the Angus Coal Co. of Os- 
kaloosa, and president and director of, Valley Limestone & 
Gravel, Inc.; also associated with other enterprises, including 
oil wells, high quality woods, and concrete and gravel depos- 
its; with V. L. Clark operated the Des Moines Saw Mill Co., 
which manufactured gunstocks for the United States govern- 
ment and the Allies in World war I, later being consolidated 
in the Penrod, Jurden, Clark Co., which provided high-quality 
woods for the manufacture of furniture; was a trustee of 
Drake University and former chairman of its board; during 
World War II was active in the United Service Organization 
(USO) in Des Moines; was a team captain in many Commun- 
ity Chest drives; was a longtime member of the Y.W.C.A. 
board, a past president of the Y.M.C.A. and a member of 
the camp committee, boys’ home committee and finance com- 
mittee of that organization; his many philanthropies included 
a gift in 1945 of an 82-acre land and water tract at the south- 
east corporate limits to the city for development of a recre- 
ational area; was given the Des Moines Tribune Community 
Service award for distinguished public service in 1947; despite 
periodic difficulties with his health, was active as a volunteer 
worker and-or official in these organizations; had continued 
active in Des Moines community service and social life in 
recent years, even though arthritis forced him into a wheel- 
chair; lived in Los Alamos, New Mexico, from 1918 to 1920 
while successfully overcoming a lung ailment; besides his sis- 
ter, the Countess Beulah Hubbell Wachtmeister, who lives in 
Paris and is 82 years old, is survived by his widow, three 
daughters, Mrs. Frances Ingham, Mrs. Richard Barshell and 
Mrs.. J. H. Windsor, all of Des Moines, 10 grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren; also two nephews, Frederick Wind- 
sor Hubbell, president of the Equitable Life Insurance Com- 
pany, Des Moines, and James W. Hubbell, chairman of the 
board of trustees of the Bankers Trust Company, of Des 
Moines, both trustees of the F. M. Hubbell estate and sons 
of the late F. C. Hubbell, who died in 1947 at the age of 83. 

RupotpH Martin’ (Spike) Evans, construction engineer, 
farmer and public official, died at Arnold’s Park, Iowa, No- 
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vember 21, 1956; born in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, November 4, 
1890; son of Martin Evans, manager of the Cedar Rapids 
street railway company; educated in Cedar Rapids public 
schools, graduating from the high school, and attended Iowa 
State College at Ames, receiving his civil engineering degree 
on graduation in 1913; united in marriage to Thurma Mar- 
guerite Allen at Laurens, Iowa, April 15, 1919; after gradu- 
ation had worked as a construction engineer in New York and 
represented an export-import firm in Australia and New Zea- 
land; returned to Laurens to work on a consolidated school 
and decided to become an Iowa farmer; became vice-presi- 
dent and general manager of the Laurens Farm Co., which 
raised 5,000 hogs a year in the twenties and thirties; in the 
early 1930’s held numerous positions important to agriculture 
was the first state corn-hog committee chairman for Iowa, 
served as national administrator of the agricultural adjust- 
ment administration, as assistant to Secretary of Agriculture 
under Henry A. Wallace, and served on the federal reserve 
board as agriculture’s representative from 1942 to 1954; acted 
as hearing officer in the important anti-monopoly case brought 
by the government against the Trans-America corporation, 
giant west-coast banking organization; sent by President 
Roosevelt to England during World War II to work with the 
British on food problems; also appointed to a board of five 
top federal officials on employee-loyalty questions, and active 
in the food and agricultural organization; terminating his fed- 
eral reserve board service, returned to Iowa in 1954, taking 
up residence at Arnolds Park, and last spring launched his 
campaign for the senate; won a primary election contest to 
obtain the Democratic nomination but was defeated by Sen- 
ator B. B. Hickenlooper, Republican, seeking re-election on 
November 6 last; during World War I served with the 116th 
Engineers in the U. S. Army’s expeditionary force; was an 
Episcopalian and a Mason and a member of Kappa Sigma 
fraternity; survived by the widow and two daughters, Mrs. 
Robert L. Dorsey of Wheat Ridge, Colo., and Mrs. James 
W. Miller of Ithaca, N. Y. 


Harvor R. Srraicut, industrialist and inventor, died at his 
home in Adel, Iowa, September 28, 1956; born at El Paso, 
Illinois, August 24, 1882; moved in 1892, with parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lee Smith Straight, to Fonda, Iowa, where he attended 
high school; also attended Grinnell college and in 1907 was 
graduated from University of Illinois as a mechanical engin- 
eer and all geology courses available; came to Adel, Iowa, 
with his parents when the plant of the Dallas County Clay 
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Products was purchased and renamed the Adel Clay Products 
Company; later started another brick and clay plant at Red- 
field, Iowa, and currently had a third plant operated by his 
son Lee at Centerville, Iowa; became the inventor of cutting 
knives and numerous other devices used in the manufacture 
of clay products, his most recent engineering accomplishment 
being a hydraulic boxcar unloader, manufactured by his 
Straight Engineering Co. in Redfield, and originally designed to 
unload cars of soybeans handled by his Iowa Soya Co. in 
Redfield and sold to terminal operators throughout the coun- 
try; nationally known by his hobby of collecting rocks, fossils 
and artifacts; assisted in developing the ‘‘Hawbaker Find’”’ 
along the Raccoon river, where ancient Indian barbecue pits 
were uncovered containing bones and items the age of which 
seemed to be at least 1,500 years; had collected a substantial 
volume of mineral specimens, arrow heads and artifacts suit- 
able for a museum, intending to establish such in connection 
with the Adel public library; a Mason, Rotarian, a Sunday 
school teacher in the Christian church and a member of the 
Des Moines club; active in local civic organizations and na- 
tional societies; survived by his widow, the son, and two 
daughters, Mrs. Don Ogg of Adel and Mrs. Erwin Bentz of 
Washington, Illinois, three sisters and nine grandchildren. 


AnpREw H. Woops, physician, neurologist and psychiatrist, 
died November 5, 1956, following injuries received in being 
run down by an automobile while crossing a street at Wellsley 
Hills, Massachusetts, where he resided in retirement; born 
August 25, 1872, at Hartwood, Virginia; son of Francis Marion 
and Julia Miller Junkin Woods; educated in two high schools 
in Virginia and at Washington & Lee University, here receiv- 
ing his B.A. degree in 1892 and his medical doctor degree at 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1899, where he was a mem- 
ber of the Sigma Nu fraternity; spent a total of 17 years in 
China as an intern, physician, teacher and investigator for 
the Rockefeller Foundation, serving for some time as vice- 
president of Canton Christian college; was a major in the 
army medical corps from 1917 to 1919, serving as a neurologist 
in charge of nerve wound work in Bordeaux, France; subse- 
quently served as assistant neurologist at the University of 
Pennsylvania and did research in the Spielmeyer Clinic in 
Munich, Germany, before coming to the State University of 
Iowa in 1928, where he was professor and head of psychiatry 
and director of the Psychopathic Hospital at the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa from 1928 to 1941; contributor of articles to 
various scientific journals; director of First Capital National 


IOWA’S NOTABLE DEAD 617 


Bank; president Sinclair Realty Co., Cedar Rapids; fellow 
American Neurological Association; past vice president; fel- 
low American Psychiatric Association; member of Congrega- 
tional church and a Democrat; survived by his widow, the 
former Elizabeth Faries Howe, whom he married in 1955, and 
five children of his first marriage to his first wife, the former 
Fanny Sinclair of Cedar Rapids, who died several years ago; 
the surviving children being three sons, Thomas Sinclair, 
Francis Marion, Robert Pirrie and two daughters, Janet Mc- 
Cleery (Mrs. Park Dickey) and Margaret Soutter (Mrs. 
Gordon Keith). 


OrvitLE D. WHEELER, lawyer and jurist, died November 11, 
1956, at an Omaha hospital which he entered September 21; 
born in 1861, in Missouri, and located at Council Bluffs in 
1888 after he was graduated from the University of Iowa, his 
law class having only 35 students in its graduating class that 
year; had worked his way through school and immediately 
entered the practice of law, quickly obtaining a substantial 
practice; became district judge in 1900, when Judge Walter 
I. Smith resigned to become a candidate for congress, being 
appointed by the governor after his selection as a candidate 
in a district convention for the election the following Novem- 
ber; served 34 years on the district bench from September 
1, 1900 to January 1, 1934, when he retired; re-entered the 
practice of law with his son-in-law, Frank Northup, continu- 
ing about ten years until 1945, when he retired from active 
practice; a member of the Masonic order, the Iowa State bar 
association and a life member of the Elks club; and a past 
president of the county and district bar association; survived 
besides his daughter, Gertrude, with whom he had resided 
since the death of his wife, Helen M. in 1935, by four grand- 
children, Frank Wheeler of Omaha, John Wheeler of Greeley, 
Colorado, Mrs. Charles A. Stewart of St. Paul, Minnesota, Dr. 
Helen Dorsey of Hampton, Virginia and six great grand- 


children. 


Wirtu1amM WarrEN OVERHOLSER, veteran editor and publish- 
er, died at the Sioux City Methodist hospital after a lengthy 
illness, November 25, 1956; born in Lancaster county, Penn., 
November 20, 1868; son of Jonathon W. and Clara Kurtz Ov- 
erholser; educated in the Lancaster county schools, and com- 
ing to Iowa, graduated with the first class of the high school 
at Correctionville, where the family located, and from Cornell 
academy in 1892, where he was a member of Amphycton so- 
ciety; married Bertha I. Lothian September 12, 1892 (deceased 
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in 1935) at Correctionville; after clerking there in a general 
store several years was appointed postmaster at Correction- 
ville, serving from 1889 until 1893 when he became owner and 
editor of the Ireton Clipper, continuing there until 1906 when 
he purchased the Sibley Gazette and in 1931 consolidated it 
with the Osceola County Tribune owned by Lloyd McCutcheon, 
retiring in 1954 after 24 years as editor of the paper; served 
as postmaster at Sibley from 1923 to 1936; received from the 
Iowa Press Association in 1950 its coveted Master Editor-Pub- 
lisher award six years after his late son, Ralph E. Overholser, 
publisher of the Red Oak Express received the same honor, 
the latter having served as president of the Iowa Press Asso- 
ciation; active in Sibley civic affairs; a member of the Meth- 
odist church, Rotary club, Modern Woodmen, Farm Bureau 
and for eight years president of the Commercial club; was 
chairman of the Osceola County Republican Central Commit- 
tee from 1911 to 1923; survivors include two other sons, Craig 
and Charles, and a daughter, Mrs. Maxine Brammer, seven 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 


Orvitte S. Franxuin, lawyer and jurist, died at Des 
Moines, Iowa, November 2, 1956; born on a farm in Taylor 
county, Iowa, August 12, 1877, and in 1898, when he was 15 
years of age, the family moved to Mitchellville, Iowa; went 
to Iowa State college at Ames where he was graduated in 1893 
with a bachelor of science degree and received a law degree 
in 1903 at the University of Michigan; then, from 1903 until 
his appointment to the municipal judgeship, practiced law in 
Des Moines, first in partnership with Charles Mackenzie and 
later with Guy A. Miller; served as municipal judge in Des 
Moines from 1916 to 1923 and then elected as a district judge 
and served until 1954, when he voluntarily retired, the first 
Polk county district judge to retire under the state judicial 
retirement act, and other judges praised his service and re- 
gretted his retirement; was then 76 years old and had been 
serving as a judge for slightly more than 37 years; a member 
of the Congregational church and of the Masons, Shriners, 
Elks, Woodmen of the World, Redmen and Conopus club; 
served for many years as a member of the board of the So- 
ciety for Friendless Men, an organization to aid former pris- 
oners to rehabilitate themselves; survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Virginia Henny Franklin, a brother, Earl, of Grover, Colorado, 
and a sister, Mrs. Fern Reeves of Spokane, Washington. 


Cuaucer G. Ler, attorney and former judge of district court, 
died at his home in Ames, Iowa, J anuary 4, 1957; born August 
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7, 1869, on a farm in Jasper county, near Kellogg, the son of 
James Lee, a Massachusetts Yankee whose grandfather had 
fought at Lexington and mother, Sarah Whitcomb Lee, related 
to the poet, James Whitcomb Riley; attended country school, 
Hazel academy at Newton, Iowa, Iowa State college at Ames 
and Drake University at Des Moines; was graduated from 
Iowa State in 1894, Drake law school in 1895 and admitted to 
the bar the latter year, immediately beginning the practice 
of law at Ames, retiring in 1945; served as Ames city attor- 
ney from 1896 to 1902 and as district judge from 1907 to 1914; 
a member of the American Bar association and the Iowa State 
Bar association, also president of the Story county bar asso- 
ciation; during college career at Iowa State college was ed- 
itor-in-chief in 1903, of the institution’s first “Bomb” (annual 
yearbook) ever published, and in 1903-1904 was editor-in-chief 
of the Iowa State Student Daily; married to Emma McCarthy 
in 1906, who died in 1953; survived by a daughter, Mrs. Earl 
Spencer, Waterloo, and two sisters, Mrs. R. C. Daily, New- 
ton, and Mrs. Morton Rose, Santa Cruz, California, two grand- 
children and three great-grandchildren. 


Exmore A. Exxuiotr, clergyman, legislator and former Des 
Moines finance commissioner, died at his home in the Capital 
City where he had resided 51 years, on December 6, 1956; 
born on an Indiana farm across the Ohio river from Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, in 1864; spent his early years farming; at- 
tended Westfield College, Westfield, Illinois, and former West- 
ern College at Toledo, Iowa ,and came to Des Moines in 1898, 
when he married Lois Shepherd, whom he met at Western 
College; was an ordained minister of the Evangelical United 
Brethren denomination and served the former Castle and Mil- 
ler Memorial churches in Des Moines and other United Breth- 
ren congregations at Dawson, Van Meter and Elkhart, and 
Congregational churches at Ankeny, Johnston, Bondurant and 
Granger, and during most of these ministries continued to 
make his home in Des Moines; served in five sessions of the 
Iowa house of representatives from 1924 to 1930 and was re- 
elected in 1932 and 1934; earlier served two terms on the Des 
Moines city council, starting in 1918 and 1920, as city finance 
commissioner; later for a time was a claim adjuster for the 
city legal department; surviving besides his widow is a sister, 
Mrs. Thomas Vardenius, Portland, Oregon. 


Burton E. Sweet, attorney, former Iowa legislator and con- 
gressman, died at his home in Waverly, Iowa, January 2, 
1957; born on a farm near Tripoli, Bremer county, Iowa, De- 
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cember 10, 1867; attended school in Fremont township and 
Waverly, later attended Iowa State Teachers College and Cor- 
nell College, and received his law degree from the State Uni- 
versity of Iowa in 1895; opened a law office in Waverly, and 
although a Republican, was elected a representative in the 
Iowa legislature serving in the sessions of 1900 and 1902; also 
a United States representative from 1915 through 1923 for the 
old third Iowa district, known as the ‘‘monkey-wrench”’ dis- 
trict because of its shape; sought a U. S. senate seat in 1924, 
but was defeated in the Republican primary election by the 
late Sen. Smith W. Brookhart; continued active in his law 
practice for 60 years until he suffered a stroke on Christmas 
day; married Lois F. Riseley on December 12, 1900, who died 
in 1904, their only child, a daughter Esther, having arrived 
October 9, 1901; married again on April 19, 1923, in Washing- 
ton, D. C., to Isabelle Carey; survived by his widow, Isabelle, 
a daughter, Mrs. Esther Smith, Syracuse, New York, and five 
grandchildren. 


Paut Wu.11AM RicHaArps, attorney and former Iowa _ su- 
preme court justice, died December 27, 1956, at Red Oak, Iowa, 
which was also his birthplace March 16, 1874, his entire life 
having been spent there; son of Charles E. and Mary Rich- 
ards; was educated in the Red Oak public schools and was 
graduated from Grinnell College in 1894; after being admitted 
to the bar in 1896, joined his father in practice of law; had 
conferred upon him in 1937 by Grinnell College the honorary 
degree of doctor of laws; was city and county attorney and 
federal referee in bankruptcy from 1923 to 1933, served as 
justice of supreme court from 1934 to 1940 and was a United 
States commissioner of the railroad retirement board from 
1939 to 1944; married in 1907 to Stella Powell, who survives 
with one son Jonathan, associated with his father in the law 
firm since 1947, and five grandchildren; another son, Paul W. 
Jr., preceding him in death in 1945; a member of First Con- 
gregational Church and the Elks Lodge; was one of southwest 
Iowa’s leading Democrats and remained active in party work 
until death. 
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Ryder, (Repr.) John 59 


St. JoHN, CARLISLE 
Brass Bands in Early Iowa 440-444 


Safeguarding Insurance in Iowa Part II 
By Emory H. English 393-489 


Sage, Russell 76 101 

Salter, (Dr.) William 473 489 496 506 
Salverson, Laura Goodman 384 
Santiago, (Senor) 346 347 
Sargent, (Capt.) E. M. 156 
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Saunders, Alvin 291 
Sawyers, F. Lazelle obituary 389 


Schaefer, Fredda poem 
“When I Grow Old” 525 


Scholte, (Dr.) H. P. 281 

Schooler, Charles H. 189 195 
Schooler, Manoah B. 189 

Scott, (Sen.) Ray Paul obituary 72 


Scott, Wilson A. 
Gave land for capitol site 455 


Sells, David M. 458 


Shaw, (Gov.) Leslie M. 
157 161 396 399 400 
Salutes Gov. Cummins 449 


Shay, Douglas 188 

Shay, Luke 186-188 196 
Shay, Thomas S. 186 188 
Sheldahl, Erik 42 
Sheldahl, Haldor 42 


Sheldahl, Iowa 
Founding and origin of name 41 


Sheldahl, Lars 39 42 
Sheldahl, Osmund 35 37 40 
Sheldahl, Rasmus 42 
Sheldon, Parley 561 


Sherman Block 
Photo facing 393 


Sherman, Hoyt 24 78 117 288 
From Oskaloosa in a Wagon 
281-288 


Sherman, James 272 

Sherman, John 513 

Sherman, Lampson 78 117 273 
Shover, John C. obituary 467 


Silver, David M. 
Lincoln’s Appointment of United 
States Justice Samuel F. Miller 
510-525 


Smith, Blaine Spray obituary 312 

Smith, (U.S. Sec’y of Int.) Caleb B. 
522 

Smith, Delazon 440 441 

Smith, Mark 1388 

Snell, Tad 21 

Snyder, R. W. 270 

Socolofsky, Homer E. 465 

Sours, (Repr.) Roy J. 11 

Springer, (Judge) Francis 519 

Spry, Randolph 196 

“Stanton—The Halland Settlement” 439 

“Statesmen, the Elder’ 381 


Steamboats 
“Revenue Cutter” 441 


Steck, (U.S. Sen.) Daniel 166 167 253 

Steiner, Edward Alfred obituary 468 

Stern, Horace author 522fn 

Stevens, (Judge) John L. 170 562 

Stewart, (Sen.) Charles Emory 
Obituary 551 

Stewart, George Walter obituary 547 

Stienberg, George S. 373 

Stipe, (Repr.) William Frederick 
Obituary 392 
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Stoddard, (Sen.) Bert 6 
Stone, Emerson 93-95 


Story County Colony of 1855, The 
By Jacob Hodnefield 34-43 


Straight, Halvor R. obituary 615 

Strickland, Joseph 195 

Stringfellow, George E. quoted 876 

Stuckslager, (Repr.) Willard C. 
159 170 


“Such Is Greatness” 449 
Sugrue, Thomas quoted 54 
Swan, A. U. 160 

Swan, (Miss) Charlotte 197 
Swayne, Noah Haynes 511 512 


Sweet, (U.S. Repr.) Burton E. 
Obituary 619 153 166 170 
Anniversary observed 142 
Presented McFarlane portrait 
861-363 
Swisher, B. F. 142 357 


“Tabor & Northern” Excursion 
By Deacon S. H. Adams 128-131 
Fugitive slaves at Tabor 128-131 


“Take It or Leave It’ 544 

Talbot, E. H. 456 

Tarvesstad, John N. 39 

Temple, Edward A. 195 

Temple, (Repr.) M. L. 159 168 
Ten Eyck, (U.S. Sen.) John C. 517 


Tenth Iowa Infantry 
Members of in Civil war from 
Norwegian Colony 40 41 


“Territorial Apportionment” 224 

Teter, (Repr.) Lorenzo Dow 
Obituary 152 

“The Kensington Stone” 384 


“Then April Came” 
Poem by Charles G. D. Roberts 
267 


“The President Hoover” 
Steamship of President Lines 611 


Thomas, Esther Kem poem 
“Pilgrims” 371 
Thomas, Morgan 
Pioneer Iowa Coal Operators 
118-127 


Thomas, Samuel Willis 46 
Thompson, H. DeVere 102 117 
Thompson, Paul 39 

Thompson, (Sen.) Ralph U. 17 
Thompson, William G. 291 
Thorne, (R.R. Com.) Clifford 166 


Tinley, (Lt. Gen.) Matthew A. 
Obituary 385 246 


Tithrow, James 189 

“To Attain Eternal Life” 214 
Toner, J. M. 175 

Tool’s Point 282 

Townsend, (Judge) John S. 196 
“Traffic Changes in Iowa” 221 
Trewin, (Sen.) James H. 157 
Truman, (Pres.) Harry 62 
Tucker, Martin X. 286 


630 


Turmer, (Gov.) Daniel W. 8 169 
Tumer, J. G. 528 

Tumer, (Dr.) Mahon P. 97 
“T_V Sets Outstrip Bathtubs” 199 


“Unique LEGISLATIVE ReEcorps” 540 


U. S. Transport “Pennsylvania” | 
Photo facing 313 


“Unstable Ages, The” 214 


“Value of a Single Vote, The’ 59-63 


Van Meter ny dase Hugo Grotius 
133 13 


Van Scoy, — 213 


WAcCHTMEISTER, (Count) Cart 110 111 
Wade, (Sen.) Charles W. obituary 390 
Wagner, (Capt. ) H. T. 357-359 


Wallace, Harry C. 
Opposed Gov. Clarke 561 


Walter, (Sen.) W. Eldon obituary 472 
Walters, Carl A. obituary 308 


Warner, Robert M 
The Death of Zebulon M. Pike 
44-46 


Warren, Daniel S. 458 

Warren, (Sen.) J. L. 414 
Washington. (Capt.) Augustine 172 
Washington, Augustine 173 
Washington, (Pres.) George 144 
Washington, Laurence 173-175 


Washington, Mary Ball (Mrs. Augustine) 
172 174 178 


Washington, Samuel 178 

Washington’s Life and Training 
By Claude R. Cook 172-185 

Waterman, (Judge) C. M. 527 532 


Watkins, J. B. Land Mortgage Co. 
465 466 


Watson, (Admiral) John Crittenden 352 
Way, (Repr.) Thomas A. 159 169 
Weaver, J. B. Jr. 115 


Weidman, (Mrs.) E. S. (Mrs. 
Daniel S.) 462 464 


Wells, D. Franklin 290 
Wells, Warren 359 860 
Wennerstrum, (Sup. Judge) Charles F. 
565 566 
Wesley, John quoted 214 
West, Arthur T. 129 
West, Jesse 129 180 
Wheeler, (Mrs.) Clara Miller 449 
Wheeler, (Judge) Orville D. 
Obituary 617 
“Whence Freedom Springs” 145 
“When I Grow Old” 
Poem by Fredda Schaefer 525 
When Iowa’s Capital Was Moved 
By Isaac Brandt 454-459 
Des Moines citizens purchased 
capitol site 455 
Des Moines selected state capital by 
Crookham, Goodrell, Pegram, 
Street and Wells 455 
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Iowa City selected as state. capital 
by Ralston, Ronalds, Swan 
454 


Whipple, (Sen.) William P. 409 
White, Fred R. 5 
White, (Repr.) George C. 562 
Whitehead, Alfred quoted 214 
Whitson, Milton J. obituary 391 
Wickstrom, B. L. 461 
Wilkin, Reskin 288 
Wilkins, Mary 83-85 
Wilkinson, (Capt.) ...... 
887 889 849 351 
Wilkinson, *( Mrs.) 342-349 
Williams, (Repr.) Alfred 460 
Williams, Beulah MacFarland 
Iowa Bride Accompanies 51st 
Infantry to Philippines 
813-353 
Williams, David 314 
Williams, (Capt.) Hermon Porter $138 
Williams, (Repr.) J. A. 
Addresses Pioneer Lawmakers 21 
oe (the Rev.) James Madison 


Williams, (Repr.) John Bell 800 
Williams, Lyle 815 
Williams, (Curator) Ora obituary 64 
21 299 
Conflicting Judicial Views 526-533 
The Old DeSoto Mill 182-186 
Williams, Ora, Iowan 
By Emory H. English 51-54 
Williams, (Dr.) Wiliam J. 183 
Williams, Winifred (Mrs. H. J.) 314 
Wilson, (Repr.) A. J. 159 


Wilson, (U.S. Sen.) James F. 
515-517 524 


Wilson, (R.R. Com.) James H. 561 
Wilson, William 108 

Wise, (Repr.) Charles 171 
Withington, F. S. 421 

Wood, Franz John obituary 386 


Woodruff, (R.R. Com.) Fred Parker 
Obituary 309 


Woods, Andrew H. obituary 616 
Woods, Paul C. obituary 548 

Woods, Sam D, obituary 306 

Wright, (Judge) George G. 24 440 519 


Wright, (U.S. Sen. Ind.) Joseph A. 
516 517 


Wright, Stanberry 195 
Wyant, Mrs. W. H. 129 


YEAGER, CHANDLER D. 440 

Yocum, Fred 875 

Young, Arben 142 

Young, Brigham 295 

Young, (U.S. Sen.) Lafayette 153 299 


IOWA STATE DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
AND ARCHIVES 


Claude R. Cook, Curator 
Des Moines 


An institution of the State of Iowa, located at the seat of 
government, established _as a department of the State in 1892, 
and administered by a Curator elected by a Board of Trustees 
composed of the Governor of the State, a Justice of the Iowa 
Supreme Court and the Superintendent of Public Instruction. It 
consists of the following divisions: 


The Public Archives of the State of Iowa 

The State Census Records of Iowa 

The War History Division—Iowans in Four Wars 
The G.A.R. Collection 


The Portrait Gallery of Iowa, exhibiting oil portaits of 
the outstanding men and women who have contrib- 
uted to Iowa culture, official life and progress. 


The Museum Division: Indian, geology, pioneer life, 
transportation, and natural history collections and 
exhibits 


The Iowa Historical and Genealogical Library 
Publication: ANNALs oF Iowa, a Magazine of History 


The Newspaper Division—Files of Iowa newspapers and 
periodicals from territorial days to the present 


The Manuscript Collection including papers, addresses, 
documents and correspondence of eminent Iowans, 
supplying unrecorded chapters in state history 


In the interest of preserving Iowa history, the Curator solicits 
the presentation, to the Manuscript Collection, of letters, diaries, 
family histories, and general manuscripts about Iowans and 
institutions in the area of which the state is a geographical part. 


ANNALS OF IOWA 


In the more than half a century the ANNALs oF Iowa has been 
published, it has been a repository for, and made available, a 
vast amount of valuable data on the history of the State other- 
wise not accessible. The securing of material, and editing and 
supervising its publication, is a part of the immediate task of 
carrying on the work of the Department in harmony with estab- 


lished traditions. 


Bound files of the publication are preserved in countless li- 
braries of the State, and may be consulted by those engaged in 


research and historical writing. 
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